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INTRODUCTION. 


T being certain that mo- 

1 dern Sermons are become 
defective in the Groundwork 
of Salvation, and have fallen 
off from the old Goſpel, (as 
I have largely remark'd in 
another * Piece ;) it 1s the En- 
deavour of theſe Diſcourſes to 
hold forth afreſh that Point, 
according to the Principles of 
A 2 Divinity 


Letter to the People of England. 
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garded, 


ww INTRODUCTION. 
Divinity maintain'd by the 
firſt Reformers. 


I muſt own, though I am 
ſorry there ſhould be Occaſion 
given for it by the Clergy, 
that at preſent the Truth of 
Doctrine is almoſt wholly 
with the Diſſenters. In my 
Opinion external Matters arc 
never greatly ſignificant, but 
that Chriſt be preached truly 
is a material Point, and in e- 
very religious Eſtabliſhment 
merits to be principally re- 


IN 
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IN the following Sermons 
nothing proceeds from any diſ- 
affection to the Clergy. Truth 
only is my object: And I am * 
well affur'd 'tis my Duty not | 
to conceal that Object, where j 
the Souls of Mankind are con- 1 
cern' d. My Requeſt to the 1 
Reader is, that he wou'd 
form no Prejudice againſt me | 
from this Preface, nor yet in | I 

| 


my Favour. It the Doctrine 
carrys with it a Foundation of 10 
Truth, that will maintain it- | 
ſelf, and yield Satisfaction to 1 
ſerious Proteſtants, who poſ- fl | 


A 3 ſibly 


vi INTRODUCTION. 
ſibly may find here ſomething 
uncommon, and uſeful, in 


the great Affair of everlaſting 


Salvation. 
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SERMON I. 


F OR they being ignorant of God s f | 
Righteouſneſs, and going about IF 
to eftabliſh their own Righteouſ- 1 
neſs, have not ſubmitted themſelves | 1 
unto the Righteouſneſs of God. 1 if 
Rom. x. 3. | | 

SERMON II. Wil 
In hat things were Gain to me, thoſe | 0 | [ 
I counted Loſo for Chriſt. Phil. iii. 1 
7. J 
SERMON III.. fl! 

He that believeth on the Son, hath | | 
Everlaſting Life. John iii. 36. | I! 
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RO u. x. 3. 


For they being ignorant of God's 
Righteouſneſs, and going about to 
eflabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, 
have not ſubmitted themſelves unto 
the Righteouſneſs of God. 


HERE are, it ſeems, two 
ways which mankind take 
to Heaven. One is by Man's 


own Righteouſneſs, which proves a 
falſe Way, and does not reach to 


E Righteouſneſs, being the whole Mo- 
| rality of Chriſt's Life imputed to 
Man through Faith. 

Tris 


Heaven. The other is by Chriſt's, 
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Tris latter is the new and living 
Way, and is call'd in the Scripture 
God's Righteouſneſs, as being of his 


devizing and giving. 


Tur Corruption which lodges in 


our inward Parts, and inſpires our 
Nature with Pride and Self- ſufficien- 


cy (though with a kind of Secrecy 


unknown to our ſelves) will not 
ſubmit to God's bounteous Inven- 
tion. = 


 NarTuxs ſtands a long time in 
its own Light indeed, we are not a. 
ware of this Pride in Nature with al! 
its moral Imperfection. As it was 
with the Jew, ſo it is now with e 
very Gentile. Perſons think they 
can do ſomething towards Accep 


tance, 


God's Righteouſneſs. LL 
tance; when really God's eſſential 
Holineſs, and infinite Purity con- 
fider'd, they muſt have Chriſt 
wholly, or not at all. 


They being ignorant of God's 
Righteouſneſs, and going about 10 
eftabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, 
have not ſubmitted themſelves unto 
the Righteouſneſs of God. 


Uron this Paſſage Ibeg leave to lay 
before you the following Particulars. 


Iſt. 


War is the principal Hindrance 
this day in the World, which pre- 
© vents Men from believing after the 
| manner they ought, in Chriſt. 


2dly and laſtly. 
Tk Neceſſity which lies both 


upon Few and Gentile, of ſubmit- 
| ting 
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ting to the Righteouſneſs of God, that 
is, the Neceſſity we are under of 
giving up our own virtuous preten- 
ſions, in every Reſpect, in caſe we 
wou'd receive the real Benefit of [c- 


ſus Chriſt. 
11t. 


I am to obſerve what is the prin- 
cipal Hindrance this day in the 
World which prevents ſo many Per- 
ſons from believing aright in Chriſt 


Now this Hindrance is not Sin, 
but it is Righteouſneſs ; that is, the 
vain Hope of Salvation from Natures 
own Endeavours. Perſons, whom 
this vain Imagination ſhuts out from 
being Believers (howſoever they arc 
call'd by the Name of Chriſtians 


are not Jews only, and Mahometans, 
and 


Gop's Righteouſneſs. 13 
and heathen Countrys, but it affects 
a large Number in Countrys under 
the Profeſſion of Chriſt. As former- 
ly all were not truly 1/rae! who 
were of Iſrael; ſo now, tho many 
are deem'd Chriſtians, the true Church 


conſiſts of a comparatively ſmall 
Number. 


Many have never yet been let 
into the Myſtery of the Goſpel. To 
poſſeſs the outward Goſpel is no- 
thing ; there muſt be an inward Re- 
velation upon a Perſon's Spirit, to 
give a real Entrance into it. Too 
many who are going in, ſtop in the 


mid way. I apprehend ſuch are ſtopt 


in the mid way, and do never reach» 


Chriſt, who look upon him as a Sa- 


| Your, and Redeemer to them, only 
m part, Not coming to him through- 


ly, 
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ly, but keeping their eye on their 
own Deſervings in ſome meaſure, he 
is in Effect no Saviour to them at all 
They will not, cannot believe God 
to be ſo good as he is, in making 
Eternal Life a free Gift. They wou'd 
ſtill have ſome meaſure of natura! 
Plea, cleaving to their own Righ- 
teouſneſs in part, with Chriſt to make 


up Defects. 


Ty1s was the Caſe of the Jews; 
and it continues with Mankind, {or 
Men are every where alike by Na. 
ture, who going about to eſtabliſh 
their own Righteouſneſs for Salva- 
tion, and not conſidering that a new 
Righteouſneſs has been introduc'd by 
the Goſpel, a Righteouſneſs by In 
putation, have not yet ſubmitted to 
the Divine Bounty and Wiſdom. 


I Pos: 
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Poss1BLY Perſons may mean 
well, in reckoning ſomewhat upon 


their own Righteouſneſs, and their 


own Qualifications, for Salvation ; 
but they may be aſſur'd, tis a total 
Miſtake : another Goſpel from what 
was preach'd in St. Pauls time, con- 
trary to the Wiſdom of God, and a 
Means of their living in Terror of 
Spirit thro' Ignorance all their Life 
long. 


Tno' we faſt, and pray, and per- 
form Acts of Charity; tho' we be 
conſtant at publick Worſhip, walk- 
ing in holy Ordinances blameleſs; 
tho' we live watchfully and circum; 
ſpectly to keep every Commandment; 
we muſt not look to this Righteouſ- 
neſs for Salvation, no, not in any de- 

gree. 
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gree. It will be found light in the 
Scale. It will not be able to ſtand 
clear even of Sin; we muſt look to 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt's Life, 
which was perfect in its Kind, and 
abſolute, and is ſet to the Believer's 
Account of God's free Mercy. 


WE are not now under a Covenant 
of Works. The Goſpel is of another 
Nature. The mildeſt Covenant 
poſſible cou'd do no leſs than ruin 
us. If we do not know that the 
mildeſt Covenant wou'd ruin us, we 
do not yet know our ſpiritual Pover- 
ty, as we ought ; for how can Man 
be juſtify d with God, who is pure 


beyond all that we can imagine? 


STILL Nature ſeems apt to ar 
gue, why? God expects no more 
than 
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than we can do. True, but if Sin 
and Imperfection do neceſſarily con- 
demn us, can we expect that the ſu- 
preme Majeſty well trifle with his 
eſſential Attributes? Cou'd he diſ- 
penſe with Part of our Obedience, 
Chriſt needed not to have been born. li! 
Got nit hive the whale of the || 
Creature's Obedience, either from us, 4 
or from another Perſon inſtead of us. | Y 


} Ovx Nature therefore, as it lies | 
in its preſent Circumſtances, muſt be 

| humbled, it muſt be laid low eer | 
> the King of Glory can come in; we 14 
| muſt be empty'd of our ſelves, then 1 
ve take a poſture capable of receiv- 1 
ing from Chriſt's Fulneſs. Nature it 
| cannot expect a white Robe ſhou'd” 
de put over its filthy Rags. Being 
ſtript of theſe, we receive the new 
| Cloathing, ſutably and properly. 
ö B 
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As the Jew ought not to have 
reſted upon his Temple, or his Cir- 
cumciſion; nor the Papiſt ought to 
reſt upon his Faſts, his Penances, his 
repeated Prayers, his Almſgiving; ſo 
Proteſtants ought not to reſt upon 
their Knowledge, their Purity, or 
any Morality of Life and Converſa- 
tion. This is Man's Righteouſneß, 
not that of Chriſt, which God will 
accept. Let us examine it. Was 
there in this or that Prayer, in our 
Devotion even at the holy Table, no 
impertinent, no wandring Thought, 
at leaſt till it was diſcover, and 
chas'd away? And being repuls, 
ſtill did no remainder of it return 
After Converſion do not the Opera- 
tions of the divine Spirit paſs through 
a Frame of Fleſh? As the pureſt 

* Water 


— 
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Water paſſing through Earth, gathers 
ſome Degree of Foulneſs and Tinc- 
ture; ſo do good Motions, paſſing 
through Mankind, receive a Tincture 
of Sin. Poſſibly the moſt virtuous 
Perſons are more ſenſible of this E- 
vil, than Perſons who are leſs vir- 
tuous. 


If then Men ſeck only a Sa- 
our in part, I ſhou'd be glad to be 
| inform'd whence they will produce 
| the other part. 


| Wuosogver builds any thing 
upon human Virtue for Eternal Life, 
builds upon a Sand. It is a Wave of 
| the Sea toſs d to and fro; it is a Reed 
| of Egypt, on which if a perſon 
| leans, inſtead of aſſiſting him, it will 
tun into his Hand. 


B 2 "Tis 
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* 
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'T1s perceiv'd then upon a ftrid, 


that is, upon a rational Examina- 


tion, we have not a ſingle Action, 
a ſingle Point to truſt to, but free 
Grace. We quit every moral Ex- 


pectation, and fly from Moſes to 
Chriſt, 


We go out of Ourſelves to ano- 
ther Power; to the incarnate Deity, 
who became Fleſh, that we might 
be made the Righteouſneſs of God 
in him. He is the End of the Lau, 
the whole Accompliſhment of Mo- 
rality, for Righteouſneſs to every one 
that believeth. 


A righteous Perſon is not, 4 
ſuch, a Believer. Chriſt belongs to 


Sinners only, ſuch who eſteem them. 
ſelves 
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ſelves utterly incapable of Salvation 
without him. Now receiving an 
abſolute Chriſt from under the Con- 
dition of Sinners, and being cloath'd 
upon with his perſonal Righteoul- 
neſs for ever, behold all things are 
hecome new to Nature. It finds a 
way of being juſtify'd with God, and 
takes a Poſture of Comfort, the leaſt 
Tittle of whoſe Bleſſedneſs it had 


not the leaſt Notion of before. It 


comes out of Bondage; out of Un- 
certainty about Salvation, and An- 
xiety, and Terrour. After a long 
Seaſon of Gloomineſs a Light ſhines 
in upon the Soul, and we are ſur- 
rounded with it in a marvellous Man- 
ner, like Paul in his way to Da- 
maſcus. A Light of Hope this, touch 
ing whoſe Stability and Everlaſting- 
neſs there can be no Queſtion. 


B 3 Tris 
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THr1s therefore guides us to ob. 
ſerve, ſecondly, The Excellency of 
what is call'd in our Text, not Man': 
Righteouſneſs, but the Righteouſneſ 
of God. 


Ir is a transfer'd Righteouſnek, 
A certain Robe of Whiteneſs and 
Perfection (no other being ſufficient) 
which infinite Wiſdom has devisd 
for Nature, by imputing and ſetting 
Chriſt's Sacrifice, and perſona] Mo- 
rality, to every Perſon who reccivcs 
it inſtead of his Own. 


CONCERNING this new Robe 
St. Paul declares, I count all thing: 
(every moral Pretenſion, for that i 
the Senſe in this place) but Li 
and as Dung, /o may I win Chriſ, 


and 
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and be found in him, not having 
mine own Righteouſneſs according to 
Nature, but the Righteouſneſs which 
is of God, which is deriv'd from God, 
by Faith. St. Paul had been as ſtrict 
a Liver in the way of the Command- 
ment as any man, yet ſays he, Nhat 
things were Gain to me, thoſe Con- 
ſiderations of my perſonal Virtue 
which had given me an hopeful Pro- 
ſpect of Salvation in Times paſt, I 
counted Loſs for Chriſt. It was a 
Qualification worſe than nothing, in 
compariſon of a Merit in Chriſt. To 
have a ſtanding upon the Merit of 
the Son of God, is an advantageous 


ſtanding indeed. 


Tue Reaſon is manifeſt. The 
| Performances of the Meſſiah, whe- 
| ther in ſuffering divine Vengeance, 
| B 4 or 
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or in diſcharging the Dutys of Mo- 
rality, (all which he did and ſufferd 
not in any reſpe& for himſelf) were 
compleat, were unexceptionahle, 
were altogether perfect in their Kind 


Gop has declar'd his Reconcile- 
ment. He has accepted a price for 
the Believer's Salvation, and he will 
not be paid twice, ſo as to exact it 


of the Believer too. 


War God and Chriſt have al 


ready done in this Matter, no one 
can do after them. There are ſuch 
Riches in this Chriſt that no words 
can reach to deſcribe. Mercy 6 
freely ſhew'd to the diſtreſs d, and 
condemn'd, big with ſuch infinite 
Bounty, is a Myſtery which the An- 
gels deſire to look into, and which 

I will 
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will afford Matter more than ſuffi- 
cient for the moſt ſtrengthen'd Un- 
derſtandings to meditate through 
Ages eternal. 


HERE is Peace in ſuch Believing, 
a white Stone with a Name which 
none can read but they who have it. 
Here ariſes a reſting Place from the 
Storm and Tempeſt, the uneaſy and 
diſtreſsful Thoughts, which torment 


mere natural Men in a weary Land. 


Tais Refreſhment of Nature en- 
tirely ſurpaſſes any other which our 
Spirit would gather. A Refreſh- 
ment from a deep Spring, and from a 
quite different Foundation than what 
the moſt ſucceſsful Moraliſt can ſtand 
upon. It does not hang upon any 
Power in our ſelves, but on the 
Power 
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Power and Sufficiency of One, who 
was God as well as Man. Chriſt'; 
Work is ſure of its extenſive Influ- 
ence. Likewiſe God's favour in giy- 
ing us an Intereſt in his Work, does 
not depend on us, or our Behaviour, 
either before or after our Calling, 
Our Intereſt, I ſay, in Chriſt does 
not properly depend on us or our 
Behaviour, but on God's free Eter- 
nal Love, and it flows from what 
Chriſt has already done, before our 
Actions were wrought, or our Per- 
{ons born into the World. 


Now an Hope ariſes in this View 
ſuch as is founded on God's bound- 
leſs Love and Glory, (fill in and 
for Chriſt) all the parts of which 
Chriſtian ſees diſtinctly and infal- 
libly. Yet our natural Mind, it 

ſeems, 
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ſeems, is flow to believe thus much. 
It appears too much to be true. 
Many Men apprehend certain Terms, 
and Conditions, of Salvation ; where- 
as would they ſearch the Goſpel, 
Chriſt is really free, and his Benefit 
not to be purchas'd over again as it 
were by us. In brief, Man's Righ- 
teouſneſs is ſo far from being a 
Qualification for receiving Chriſt, 
that tis a Diſqualification, indeed 
the only Diſqualification. *Tis the 
oreateſt Bar (in the ſenſe I am ſpeak- 
ing of it, and let him that readeth 
underſtand) this day in the World 
againſt a ſaving Faith; and, if I miſ- 
take not, a Species of Anti-Chriſt, 
which more or leſs rules in many 


| Perſons Minds, though they do not” 


| know it, 
Now 
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Now after the Soul has receiv'd 
the Grace of true Faith, it is con- 
ſtantly wont to have receiv'd the 
Seeds of Holineſs, and Sanctification 
too. A real Believer is always an 
holy Perſon, though an holy Per- 
ſon (in human Acceptation) is not 
always a real Believer. Faith pro- 
duces Virtue more effectually, and 
generouſly than any other Spring ; 
that is, Good Works flow regularly 
from a Spring of Gratitude. They 
ought to be done in a way of Thank- 
fulneſs, and from a Zeal to God's 
Glory, whom Faith has diſcover d 
to have before done, and tranſacted, 
ſo much for our Soul. 


A remarkable Deſcription of this 


Matter is held forth in the 16th 
Chapter 
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Chapter of the Prophet Ezekiel. Thus 
ſaith the Lord God unto Jeruſalem, 
and herein to the Chriſtian Church, 
for Jeruſalem is ever a Figure of the 
Church, thy Birth and thy Nativity 
is of the Land of Canaan, thy Fa- 
ther was an Amorite, and thy Mo- 
ther an Hittite. (Sinners we are on 
both ſides.) In the day thou waſt 
born, thy Vavel was not cut, neither 
waſt thou waſh'd with Water. Mone 
Eye pity d thee, but thou waſt caſt 
out in the open Field, to the loathing 
of thy Perſon, in the day that thou 
waſt born. And when I paſſed by 
thee, and ſaw thee polluted in thine 
own Blood, I ſaid unto thee when 
bort waſt in thy Blood, live. Ten, 
I ſaid unto thee (obſerve how the 
Words are repeated, to imprint this 


point 


a 
— —  — — 
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point the more upon our Meditation) 
when thou waſt in thy Blood, live. 


W ſee here a Proceeding evi- 
dently of mere Favour, independent 
of Qualifications in the Creature, to 
recommend it; nay, without its 
Knowledge, and whilſt yet the Per- 
ſon of the Creature was no other than 
loathſome. 


Ir follows, ben I paſſed by thee, 
it was a Time of Love. T ſpread 
my Skirt over thee, and covered thy 
Wakeaneſs. I fware unto thee, and 
enter d into Covenant with thee, and 
thou becameſt mine. Tax * waſhed 
I thee with Water, and I throughly 
waſh'd away thy Blood from thee, 
and anointed thee with Oil. Here it 


is remarkable, Ar TER I. ſware unto 
thee, 


God's Righteouſneſs. 31 
thee, I waſhed thee, not Beroge, 
So that here was not the leaſt Tittle 
of Qualification in the Elect, exiſt- 
ing previouſly by way of Induce- 
ment to move God ; but God de- 
claring 1t to be a Time of Love, that 
is, free Love, firſt ſware, and en- 
tered into Covenant to promote the 
Creature, and then proceeded after- 
ward to ſhed upon 1/rael a Sanctifi- 
cation of Nature, that they might be 
fitted for, and ſuited to their heaven- 


ly Portion. I cloathed thee with 


broidered Work, with Gold, and Hil- 
ver and Jewels, and thou becameſt 


Perfect through the Comelineſs which 
I (that is, God himſelf) put on the. 


| * 
Ix the ſame manner St. Paul ſays, 
when we were Enemies we were recon- 


ciled. Now Enemys are far from a 
vtate 
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State apt to move Favour. Yet, God 
was reconcil'd to us thro' Chriſt, and 
caus d his Eternal Son to be our Wiſ⸗ 
dom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctification, 
and Redemption. 80 when Paul 
himſelf was on his way perſecuting 
the Church, he was arreſted in the 
midſt of that Unworthineſs by free 
Mercy; and alſo ſingular Gifts were 
pour 'd upon him at the ſame inſtant W 


of Time, veſting him with an Apo- 


ſtleſhip. 


In Chriſt Jeſus, ſays the Apoſtle, 


ye who were ſometimes far off, art 


made nigh by the Blood of Chrift 


o his own ſelf bare our Sins in hii 


own Body on the Tree. He was 4 
Lamb for an abſolute Propitiation, 


provided of God without our know- 


ledge. And we are juſtify'd alſo by 
| his 
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his active Obedience in diſcharging 
each duty of the moral Law by his 
Life, as if we had diſcharg'd theſe by 
our Lives. To this end, that no 
Fleſh ſhou'd boaſt in any meaſure 
whatſoever. God is ſo jealous of his 
Glory in this reſpect, that he will 
not give Chriſt to any Man, unleſs 

| he ſubmits to take him freely. 


For what can a Creature give to 
the Creator which it has not receiv'd ? 
We ſeldom return a thouſandth part 
of what he has lent us. 


| Now the proper Office and Place 
of Man's Righteouſneſs is that it wit- 

| nefſes to his own Conſcience, and” 
| hkewiſe to the World, a Proof of 
| his Faith. Indeed a right Faith is 
| neceſſary to be diſcern'd thereby, 


C AS 
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as a Tree is diſcern'd by its Fruit. 
Do Men gather Grapes of Thorns ? 
or Figs of Thiſtles ? It as ill proves 
an ele& Perſon to be wicked or im- 
moral. 'Tho' we do not contribute 
the leaſt Grain to our Salvation, for 
that is ever finiſh'd before to our 
Hands, yet we have much to do in 
a Way of Duty, and Gratitude. 


GOOD Works are not before Jul- 
tification, for Juſtification goes be- 
fore any of our Works, good or bad; 
they follow after Juſtification, in the 
moſt comfortable and genuine Or- 
der. In which Order Religion appears 
a thing both practicable, and comfor- 
table. In any other Light this Point 


is neither comfortable, nor practica- 
ble. 


LET 


God's Righteouſneſs. 35 


Lz us therefore conclude to 
take our Religion from Scripture. 
Let us not content ourſelves with the 
World's Religion; but be able, by 
| ſearching the Scriptures, to render a 


Reaſon of our Hope. Let us fland 
| faſt in the Liberty, wherewith Chriſt 


bath made us free; and not come 


W ſhort of the Truth, in any Degree. 


If we do not come up to the whole 
Truth, it is not the Truth, and can- 


not make any Perſon free. The 
real Truth frees the Spirit of Men, in 
E conſtant, and ſettled manner. 


LasTLyY, by this happy Attain- 


ment an Entrance will be miniſtred 


| unto you abundantly, according to the 
Apoſtle, into the everlaſting King- 
| dom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
C 2 Chriſt. 


—_— — 


„ 
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Chriſt. You will find an Entrance 
into his ſpiritual Church here, which 
conſiſts of Believers out of all Nations, 
and all Parties, and by the Merit of 
the ſame Chriſt an Entrance into the 
Kingdom of Glory, when it ſhall be 
reveal'd hereafter. 


P HII. 


PHiliy, iii. 7. 
IWVhat things were Gain to me, thoſe 1 
counted Loſs for Chriſt. 


HESE Words do not relate 
to any worldly Gain, but 


to Gain in a ſpiritual Senſe, 
when there ariſes a hopeful] View of 
Salvation. In this View the Apoſtle, 
it ſeems, had been zealous for the 
Law, not ceremonial, but moral, 
for by the ceremonial Law no Perſon 
could well expect to be ſav d; that 
5, he had formerly entertain d No- 
tions of Salvation through his having 
kept the Commandment. 
+ 3 THE 
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Tux Generality of Mankind go 
in the ſame Error. Men are wil. 
ling to hope Salvation, by their Ms 
rality of Life, their Piety, Repen- 
tance, Charity, (alas! did the 
once know their Corruption) an im. 
poſſible thing. St. Paul being 2 
length convinc'd of his Error, found 
that Man's Righteouſneſs has n» 
ſhare in this point: It cannot comeuy W 
to it. Only Chriſt's Righteouſnek | 
transfer d to us, and ſet to us, br 


Faith, can poſſibly do ſo much. 


Tar Apoſtle had been an exad 
Liver, yet he found it neceſſary to 
think ſo; neither is Morality betten 
or more availing with reſpect to God, 
in a Chriſtian, than in a [ev 
Touching the Law he had been 

blamelc; 
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blameleſs, uncenſurable in his Life, 
and Converſation; yet obſerves he, 


What things were Gain to me, thoſe 
I counted Loſs for Chriſt. 


proceed to conſider upon this 
Subject the following Particulars, 


1ſt, 
Hz that wou'd be ſav'd, muſt 
depend upon no Excellence, cither 
civil or moral, but on the righteous 


Merit of Chriſt only. 


2dly. 

CurisT therefore is true Gain. 
The Apprehenſion of him through 
Faith, is a Privilege, and a Com- 
munion valuable indeed. g 
C 4 xi 
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11ſt. 
Hr that would be ſav'd mut 
depend upon no perſonal Excellence, 
either civil, or moral. 


Taz Apoſtle had been, as appear, 
by the Chapter before us, of the 
Stock of Vrael, of the Tribe of Ben 
jamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; 
ſo the Jews glory'd in the ſame Vein 
They had Abrabam to their Father, 
to them appertain'd the Covenant 
and the Promiſes; They had the 
Temple built by Solomon, and after 
the Captivity rebuilt, and beautify « 
by Ferobbabel, and Herod. 


Tas Temple, it is obſervable, 
they valu'd themſelves upon excced- 
ingly. The Temple of the Lord, ſa) 
they, The Temple of the Lord! 

Nox 


t 
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Now theſe Privileges were valu- 
able, had they been us'd and apply'd 
in a ſpiritual ſenſe ; but unleſs the 
Jews went further and deeper than 
the outward Honour, the outward 
Honour could not benefit them in 
any Degree. It is the Spirit which 
civeth Life. So neither could any per- 


ſonal Righteouſneſs, becauſe at beſt 


polluted with Sin, and unanſwerable 


doo the Purity of God, with whom we 
bare to do. God is pure beyond 
all we can imagine, and not capa- 
ble of having his Juſtice fſatisfy'd by 


us. 


As the Jew had no way of fatis- 


hing divine Juſtice, except by the 


Meſſiah at his coming, fo is it with 


the Chriſtian. At this time it is not 


Baptiſm, 
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Baptiſm, or a Chriſtian Name that 
can fave any Man; but the pro 
perty of a Chriſtian, as he is in Chriſt 
Nor can this be done by the Templ, 
or in virtue of any particular Church, 
unleſs we communicate with Chris 
by benefit of faith. Church-Con- 
munion is good to them who are in 
Chriſt, but tis nothing at all ti 
Chriſt is reveal'd in a Chriſtian. 


Taz ten Commandments were MW 
never given whereby to fave, bu 
whereby to condemn, that Man per: 
ceiving the impoſſibility of his Lit 
its thorough anſwering thereto, migh 
for that reaſon have recourſe ti 
Chriſt. The Commandment wi WW | 
given to rouſe the Conſcience, to li i 
up a Conviction of Sin, Providence 


meaning firſt to ſhew human Ne 
ture 


Fon OY. BP 


(x 
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ture its Miſery, and then reveals its 
Remedy. 


No Perſon can ſtand in Judg- 
ment with God, no not in any mea- 
ſure. The exquiſit Manſions of Hea- 
ven are not attainable by human 
Virtue, ſurrounded as it is with its 
preſent neceſſary Imperfection. A 
Corruption is rooted in our inward 
Faculties. A terrible Corruption, 
were it not a part hereof that tis 
conceal'd from moſt, and none ever 


knew the whole of it. 


Moser Perſons who think they 
ee, are yet in very Darkneſs, they 
think they have a Competency of 
good Works, when they pleaſe t6 
exert themſelves, and perhaps are 


rich in Devotions, and Charities, 


when 


4 „ AO co As OC ones * — a 
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when in truth hey are wrelched 


and miſerable, and poor and naked, 
and blind. 


A Believer has his Eyes open d in 
this matter. Such a one is brought 
into a new Light, he is come into: 
new way of looking both upon him. 
ſelf and upon God. He ſees that 
Eternal Life is no other than a fre: 
Gift, in virtue of God's reconcile- 
ment through Chriſt, and in virtue 
of Chriſt's righteouſneſs and moral: 
ty, ſet to us and transfer'd to us, in- 
ſtead of our own, for this purpolc. 


AND this leads me to obſcrie 
now, 2dly, that Chriſt only, in the 
View of Salvation, is gain to the 
Spirit of Man. To have an Intercl 
in, and Communion with him, 

es thc 
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the only Communion which truly 
avails us. 


WraTSOEVER ſpiritual Hope 
the Apoſtle's ſtrictneſs of Life whilſt 
a Moraliſt, had formerly given him, 
when once the Exactneſs and Depth 
of the Commandment reach'd him 
to convince of Sin, for a ſtanding 
in Chriſt he renounces it gladly. 
He had been alive and in high Ex- 
pectations, but the edge of the Law 
flew him at laſt. Having ſtood ſtill, 
as it were, and examin'd ſeriouſly 
his Life, and his Thoughts, and found 
that the Law made no Abatement, 
| he perceiv'd ſuch a ftanding could 


not do. 


| IN the midſt of this Conviction 
of Spirit, Chriſt is reveal'd. There 
1 he 
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he ſees a Refuge from the flaming 
Sword, and a new Righteouſnek 
wherewith he might appear before 
divine Judgment comfortably. Un- 
regenerate Men indeed, who knoy 
not an hundredth part of their Sin- 
fulneſs, do preſume, and content 
themſelves with their doubtful Situ- 
ation, but this 1s not the caſe when 
due Light enters. 


In Chriſt I ſay, the Apoſtle 
found a rational Reſt. And accord- 
ingly he counts his former Notions, 
as Loſs wholly, and as Dung, ſo be 
may win Chriſt, and be found in 
Him hereafter, not having on, \ays 
he, my own Righteouſneſs, but the 
Righteouſneſs which is of God, ot 
which is given us of God, zhrough 
Faith. I defire, ſays he, 10 knw 


nothing. 


Loſs for Cux1s r. 47 
thing, henceforth not to have his 
| Mind buſy'd with unprofitable Queſ- 
tions, and Opinions; but TPeſus 
Cori. 


| Anp why, think we, does the 

Apoſtle in all his Epiſtles ſpeak fo 
| remarkably, and as it were in a con- 
© tinual ſtrain of Chriſt ? Doubtleſs be- 
| cauſe he had a deeper Inſight into 
che Value of Chriſt, than Perſons of 
the World have. He knew the 
E Riches of Chriſt to the Soul, moſt 
| polluted in its ſelf, yet deſtin'd to be 
immortal. 


ETERNAL Life is always a free | 
© Gift, conſidering our Circumſtances » | 
pit cannot be otherwiſe. God's 1:4 
Doug hte are higher than our if | 
Lhoughts, and his Goodneſs more ex- 0 
1 celling, i} ſ 


—— — - 
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celling, as the Heavens are higher 
than the Earth. This free Gift i. 
held forth by the Merit of one Per- 
ſon, the Son of God taking Fleſh, 
that the Sons of Fleſh might become 
the Sons of God. 


Nor that this imputed and kind 
of new Merit leaves the Believer 1 
Licence to fin, and to neglect al 
Diligence in himſelf. It is no ſuch 
Matter. No common and impen!- 
tent Sinner is a Believer. It is ft 
and . reaſonable, that Men {ſhould 
glorify God by all the Purity, and 
Virtue, they can. Though it be 
precluded a place in the caulc of 
their Salvation by Chriſt's Righteout: 
neſs, alone unexceptionable ; yet | 
is a neceſſary Preparatorineſs, it 1s 


neceſſary fitting Men for Heaven. 
A 


Loſs for CHRISs r. 4.9 
A true Chriſtian is exercis'd in much 
E Virtue, 


Now in Chriſt fully underſtood 
| a8 a compleat Righteouſneſs to us, 
inſtead of our own Rags, Men have 
their Strength, which cannot fail 
them. Such ceaſe to be toſs'd to 
and fro, with every Wind of Doc- 
trine. Their Houſe is built upon a 
a. Here then ariſes. a true reft- 
i. W-17-place to the weary. For, the 
it WE Chriſt we have caſt our ſelves upon, 
ad whoſe word we have that he 
ill not reject any who do fo, was 
be Cod as well as Man. As ſuch he 
of Ecrited i in an infinite Degree. Tis If 
ching impoſſible that he ſhould | 1% 
t it Iniſcarry i in the point he has under- * 
81 2 being able to fave, I ſay, 1000 
e. D being | | 
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being able to ſave to the utter moſſ, ti 
perfection, to the end. 


Wr then might St. Pay/ 
throw away all his former Notion, 
for the Apprehenſion of a Saviour of 
this Kind. He gladly went out of 
himſelf, and quitted all the forms of 
Righteouſneſs he knew of; yes the 
ſincere Obedience, though pardona- 
bly imperfect, many talk of, fora | 
Righteouſnets ſo infallible. 


SUcn are the Riches of Chriſt! 
In whom are hid, as the Scripture 
expreſſes it, the Treaſures, I ſay, 
Treaſures of Wiſdom, and Knowledge 
In Compariſon of this way to Lit 
every other is Darkneſs, and Folly; 
is Superſtition, and Deluſion; from 


whatſoever Authority, or Example. 
i 
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it may have the advantage of coming. 
Reveal'd Religion, Faith and Prac- 
tice, Repentance, Sincerity, and the 
like ſpecious Words, are certainly a- 
nother Goſpel than what St. Paul 
preach d, and no other than Guile, 
and Impoſition. 


WIr find plainly St. Paul eſteem'd 
© every thing but Chriſt as Loſs to his 
| Underſtanding. He eſteem'd his 
W former Zeal, no better than Folly. 
| His paſt Labour and paſt Time, loſt 
Labour and loſt Time. He had 
now found Reſt, the Rock of Ages, 
and the Myſtery of the Goſpel was 
Etruly open'd to him, which the 
World is ſeemingly full of, and "” 


Bt is known but to few. 


| | Uron a * Apprehenſion, and 
; feeling of this point, it is obſervable, 
D 2 that 
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that Chriſtians begin to exerciſe a 
the parts of their Duty with Chear. 
fulneſs, their Duties being not non 
upon a foundation of Life, but ups 
a foundation of Thankfulneſs. The 
Spirit ceaſes to be enſlaved to Death, 
and Judgment, the daily uneaſy 
Caſe of natural Men. It gains an 
Enlargement, a Freedom accordiny 
to that Promiſe of Chriſt, where 
{peaking of ſpiritual Freedom he fays 
Tf the Son, that is Jeſus Chriſt, ſþa! 
make you free, ye ſhall ſhall be fre 
indeed, in the beſt Senſe and Extent 
of that Word. The whole Cond: 
tion of a Chriſtian is new, and 


happy. 


Ir Men conſider, no other wot 
ſhipping of God can be a reaſons 
ble, and acceptable Worſhip. Pw 

| per 
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perly God is never worſhip'd in the 
dark, Superſtition indeed abounds 
in the World, and too many are 
contented . with it. But Religion 


cannot be without ſtanding in a 


comfortable Light. This is the true 


Light, which lighteth every Man, 
that cometh into the Worlal. Here we 
meet the Earneſt of the Spirit, the 
true God, and eternal Lite. 


LET no Perſon ſo underſtand me, 


chat becauſe the Work of Salvation 
b already and always effected to the 
Hand of a Believer, Believers have 
therefore nothing to do. They have 
nothing to do in that Vicw, and it 
vou d be disbelicving ſhou'd they 
blink of doing any thing in it; yet 
they have much to do in a way of 


D 3 Gratitude 


54 Moral Expectations 


Gratitude, in a way of Diſcipline, 
and Patience. 


Tuovon Chriſt has finiſh'd all, 
as he ſaid, on the Croſs, and proper: 
ly no Perſon adds, or contributes the 
leaſt Grain to his own Salvation, ye 
Faith muſt be fruitful of good Works, 
otherwiſe the imaginary Poſſeſſor of 
it does not belong to Chriſt, No 
becauſe good Works contribute 9 
Salvation, for that is already finiſh! 
if at all it may be, by Chriſt, but 
becauſe Sanctification of Nature cv 
attends and accompanies Juſtification, 
There is but one fort of true Faith, 
and that ever produces fruits to God: 
Glory. 


MoxaLiTy is unalterable. E. 
very reaſonable Being is oblig d to 


virtuous 
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virtuous, agrecably to its Nature, 
and Faculties, and with a View to 
| the glorifying God, though it has 
| properly no Claim for doing its Du- 
ty. Allo Diſcipline is neceſſary for 
our Nature at preſent, much Diſci- 
| pline, to purge and refine it, into a 
© fitneſs for the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Mere Nature to be admitted into that 
: W cxquifite Region, with its preſent Ap- 
petites, and Vices, about it, it wou'd 
| WF find no Heaven in the place. And 
ut WWF this is the Reaſon why the Goſpel is 
« We © full of Precepts directing Men 
n. We to Self-denial, Sobriety, Moderation, 
nd every other Virtue. It is accor- 
Aung to Reaſon, that that which muſt 
be piritual hereafter, ſhou'd be in 
ſome meaſure ſpiritual now. » 
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A Chriſtian, tho' he has caſt him. 
ſelf abſolutely on Chriſt's Merit, yet 
has no Ground of Idleneſs, or Neg. 
lect, in Duty. He has more to do, 
even than Perſons who have not the 
true Faith, becauſe he is more awake, 
and is more ſenſible of the Bitterneh 
of Sin, and has more Love and Gn. 
titude towards God, than ſuch Per 
ſons can have. Neither indeed il 
the Power of God's Spirit within (ut 
fer him to lie in Sin habitually, aud 
neglect his Duty in the main, tho |: 
wou'd. It is rather moſt true, thu! 
a Believer is exercis'd in a continu 
Warfare, fighting againſt Sin, and! 
the preſent Life is no other than 
Stranger and a Sojourner. Still hu 
inward Comfort renders him amp 


Amends. 
01 
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So then the Work of Chriſt con- 


iſts in that he hath by himſelf and 
N at once procured for us Bleſſedneſs 
„ of an infinite Extent. Pardon of 
e W Sin, and future Life, and even all 


e, things which are properly a Bleſſing 1 
c here. A valuable Mediator this, paſt Ih 
i WW Compariſon, Eſtimation, Thought. | '} 


Tu Worth of Chriſt is not wont It 
to be perceivd ſuddenly. Many 
| Perſons acknowledge that they have 1 
need of him in part, to make up 


their own Defects; few apprehend j l 
| that they need him in all reſpects. | " 
| Whereas, he is not to be divided. He Jill 
muſt be had whole, or not at all. il | 

Shou'd Man have to do with || 


God, in any Degree, he dies. Who 14 
| tor that Reaſon enter d into Cove- 4 
nant, 


curd to it. 
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nant, not with us, (as ſome indiſ. 
creetly imagine) but with Chriſt, He 
ftands wholly in our place; and the 
Believer lays hold on him for Juſtih. 
cation at theBar of God's Judgment, 
and Majeſty. 


Wuar Man's Mind is concerned 
in the Affair is this, to diſcern an E. 
vidence of ſo much Happineſs pro- 
Now an Evidence of this 
kind, and an Aſſurance of the Heart 
before God, is not wont to be gain d 
ſuddenly. Perſons muſt wait with 
the infirm Man at the Pool of Be- 
zhe/da for the moving of the Waters 
They muſt knock at the Door. They 
muſt ſearch the Scriptures, and put 
on Seriouſneſs, and be converſant 
with ſerious Perſons. It is @ Saying 
worthy always of all acceptation, that 


Te US 
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Teſus Chrift came into the World to 
ſave Sinners. Indeed, Men muſt 
come to him for Help throughly, and 
not ſtop in the mid way. In order 
to which, it 1s highly expedient (as 
the World is now manag'd) that 
they have recourſe to Scripture with 
| their own Eyes; and be exercis'd 1 


therein with their own Endeavours. 1 
—_ 

LeT us all hear carefully the | 
preaching of the Apoſtle Paul. Let 1 
us hear his Epiſtle to the Romans, to 4 | 
the Corinthians, to the Galatians, 1 


6 

o the Epheſians; which, with the 
reſt of ſuch Epiſtles, are preſerv'd Ll | 
E by Providence (if Men do not ſuffer 
| themſelves to be beguil'd) for Uſe and | \ 
Profitableneſs, to all Sorts and Orders? 4 
Thoſe who do not read the Scrip- 14 
| tures may eaſily be amus'd; and [| 
| pro- 
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probably, have taken up Superſtition, 
though they do not know it, inſtead 
of Religion. Moſt human Bogk: 
are barren, and guileful, and dry 
Whereas, upon the Scriptures Per- 
ſons form their Faith, and ma 
place a Confidence with Safety. 


Ir is obſervable, when St. Pau! 
who counted every Knowledge a 
Loſs, in Compariſon of Chriſt, onc: 
found him, he ceas'd to covet 
any other Knowledge. He wi 
learned, and knew, no doubt, mam 
things, as having been brought u 
at the Feet of Gamaliel. Yet no- 
thing obtains a place in his Writing 
from the Time of his Converhon, 
except Jeſus Chriſt. And why doc 


he obſerve this Method but becaul: 
then 
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there is Vanity in every other Scheme, 
and Folly, and Deluſion ? 


To conclude. Without a diſ- 
tint Apprehenſion and Knowledge 
in the one Article of Juſtification, 
the Entertainment of other Articles 
of Belief, were they a thouſand, 1s 
nothing to Men's purpoſe. There 
is nothing in Learning, or in Wit- 
dom, or in Power, unleſs Chriſt be 
in them, to ſanctify them to the 
Soul. There is nothing in high 
Birth, Education, or any national 
Privilege. There is nothing in the 
Communion of this or that Church, 
or Party, unleſs ſo far as there is 
Communion with - Chriſt alſo, in 
rath and Virtue of Living. Ap- 
pearances and Names beguile the 
| World, the Spirit only giveth Life. 
Or 
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Or true Religion Chriſt only i; 
the Beginning, the Middle and the 
End. He only is the Teſt of Truth; 
the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and fr 
ever. He has left his Directions in 
Scripture, if haply Men will ſeek af 
ter him, if haply they can diſcern 
their own utter Impertection, and 
gather up a Share in that Righteou|- 
neſs, which by its ſelf is compleat 
and infallible. This alone can tree 


their Nature from Bondage, Terror, 
Doubt. 


Tris is the Power of God. |: 
frees the Believer's Spirit, it enlarges 
him, it leads him forth into a wide 
Field of Wonder, Praiſe and Thank- 
fulneſs to Almighty God, and Joy 
and Peace within himſelf, every day 


henceforward, and every Hour of 
his Life. Joux 
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Jon um. 36. 

He who believeth on the Son, hath 

' Everlaſting Life. 
tion This, concerning the 


A Bleſſedneſs of ſuch, who be- 
lere in Jeſus Chriſt. An infallible 
Promiſe of Eternal Life beſtow'd 
freely, but that too many want 
Faith to credit it. 


PLAIN and full Declara- 


| THz number of Perſons who re- 
ceive theſe Words in their free true 
| Extent is ſmall. And though the 
World ſeemingly abounds with 
Chriſtians 


64 Salvation only 


Chriftians who are evil Livers, yet 
there are more who fall ſhort of be- 
ing real Chriſtians, thro' Want of 
Faith, than thro' Want of Practice. 


Tf word Faith has in theſe day: 
almoſt loſt its glorious Signification, 
has loſt its Signification, even with 


thoſe Men who profeſs a Zeal again! 
Deiſm, and Infidelity. 


Trro' the Error and Corruption 
of Ages the Senſe of Words has al- 
ter d. The Senſe of Words which in 


Religion are of greateſt Importance. 


TER Word Church has long a- 
go loſt its Scripture-Senſe. S0 the 
Notion of believing is vaſtly different 
now, from what it meant in thc 


Apoſtles 
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Apoſtles times, nay from what it 
meant at the time of our Reforma- 
tion from the Errors of Nome; too 
many ſtill taking up their Notions 
from human Authority, and from 
Education, and from Cuſtom, when- 
s we ought to be ſatisfy'd about Re- 
ligion, from nothing leſs than Scrip- 
ture, with our own Eyes, and ac- 
cording to the beſt of our Ability. 


SCRIPTURE is ever the ſame. 
He who believeth on the Son, hath E- 
verlaſting Life. 


I ſhall beg leave to obſerve upon 

this ſubject the following Particulars, 
1ſt, 

Wnar it is to believe in Chriſt, 

E 2dly, 
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2dly and laſtly. 

How expedient it is for all fort; 
of Men to be converſant in Scripture, 
in order to their clear and comfort- 
able Knowledge in this Matter. 


iſt. 
WE conſider what it is to believe 
in Chriſt. 


Now it wou'd be an eaſy thing 
to receive a right Knowledge of thi 
point, wou'd we draw our Knoy- 
ledge of it immediately and direct) 
from Scripture. But to receive Rel: 
gion upon truſt, and as it were by ! 
Majority of hands, is moſt vain. 
Miſtaken Zeal has done endl 
Miſchiefs. 


By 
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By this Miſtake the Word Church 
hath long loſt its farſt Signification, 
and now comprehends with falſe 
Hope (too oſten) whole Nations and 
Multitudes, which at firſt ſignify d 
the Elect only, and ſuch who are 
made Chriſtians by the Holy Spirit. 
80, to believe, if we wou'd not be 
led by vulgar Miſtake (for I am 
ſpeaking freely and in juſtice to 
Men's Souls) does not conſiſt in yield- 
ing an Aſſent to t Hiſtory of Reve- 
lation in general, acknowledging the 


reality of Chriſt's Perſon, Preaching 


and Miracles, but it conſiſts proper- 


ly in one ſingle Point, namely, to 
believe in his Righteouſneſs, inſtead 
of any our own, for Juſtification. 


By Him, all who believe, are juſ- 


yd from all things, from which 


E 2 the 


Endeavours, by any moral Living, 
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they cou'd not be juſtify d by the 
Law of Moſes. Acts x. 43. 


Tur is, ſuch who properly he. 
lieve in Chriſt, do it with a View of 
being entirely accepted with God, 
through Chriſt's Sufferings, and O- 
bedience, when as they cou'd never 
be ſo accepted, cv'n after their beſt 


any Repentance, any Devotion, any 
charitable Actions, or other poſſible 
Virtue of their own. 


HEAVEN is ſo exquiſite an Hap- 
pineſs, and God ſo pure, it cannot 
be compalſs'd by human Virtue, our 
Sins and unavoidable Imperfections 
conſider d; therefore Believers have 
Humility to accept of Chriſt's vir 


tuous Merit. With that they are 
new 
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new cloath'd, with that they will 
ſtand unexceptionable in the great 
Day of future Judgement. 


Gop has given his Son to ſuch 
who renounce their own wretched 
Righteouſnels, who are poor and 
naked, and blind, in their own O- 
pinion. The Revelation of this free 
Bounty caſts about the Soul a truly 
marvellous Light, The Light of a 


Believer's Day, as the Prophet ſays, 
is ſevenfold. 


His Spirit within becomes free. 
He conceives new Hopes, and ſees — 
God in a perfectly new Light, where- 1 
in he never beheld him before. WH 


* 


Hz comes forth from under the 
Condition of Terrour, and Uncertain- 


E 3 ty 


— 
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ty about Salvation; from a Condi- 
tion of Bondage, which is the con- 
ſtant torment of mere natural Men. 
He finds Chriſt to have been the 
End of the Law for Rigteouſneſs to 
him, he finds Chriſt to have paid the 
utmoſt farthing, that he has fav'd 
him to the uttermoſt, and that by 
him he has Acceſs to the Throne of 
God, not with Anxiety and Dread 
but with ſome Meaſure of Boldnek, 
and Confidence. 


He has an Earneſt of the Spirit, 
teſtifying to him his Election. He 
has an Aſſurance of the Heart before 
God. 


Now if this be true, as undoubt- 
edly it is, tis to be fear d many who 


are call'd Chriſtians know — 
0 
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of Chriſt ; thouſands who are call'd 
Believers have never yet been Believ- 
ers, whatever they may be. Such 
arein a Way of working out their 
Acceptance, through Prayer and 
Penance, and Faſting and Charity, 
(which are good in their proper place, 
but out of it are ruinous) ſo are yet 
under the Law, yet upon no better 
than moral Foundation, which is no 
lavable Foundation tor corrupt Na- 
ture; Nature cannot be fav'd (wou'd 
Men know it) by the mildeſt Law 
poſſible. Therefore Chriſt is no 
daviour to them. They do not re- 
ceive him, nor wou'd the Jews, 
except as a Teacher, and perhaps a 
Saviour in part to make up Defects. 


o 


Tris is a Chriſt of Man's vain 
Imagination, not God's: This is not 


believing. E 4 A 
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A Real Believer reſts upon Chrift 
in an only and conſtant Manner. 4 
Rock againſt which not even the Ter- 
rors of Sin itſelf can prevail, to make 
it ſhake. And well he may, fer 
Chriſt's Merit with the Father was 
boundleſs, it has been accepted, and 
is {et to our account. 


War he has ſuffer'd and paid, 
does not only extend to our paſt Of- 
fences, or preſent, but to our Of- 
fences yet to come. His Merit ex- 
tends to the whole Neceſſity of a 
Believer's Life, conſider d together, 
It happily comprehends us at once 
from the beginning to the End. 


CHrisr has fatisfy'd for the 
whole Infirmity of human Life by 
one 
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one payment upon the Croſs, and 
God will not exact the payment 
twice. No Sin can condemn a Be- 
liever (nor indeed can he fin habi- 
tually) becauſe Chriſt has already 
atisfy'd for every Sin, paſt and to 
come, before they were committed, 
and before the Believer was born in- 


to the World. 


$T1LL Nature is ſlow of Belief. 
Moſt Perſons think tis too much to be 
true. So it is the Devils, and unen- 
lighten d Men will not believe God, to 
be ſo good as he is, How can theſe 


| ching be? lies in Nature a long time. 


| AND yet it is certainly nothing 

ls than Pride, and Obſtinacy, which 
| hinders Men from believing thus 
| far, For, what ſhou'd hinder God's 


Liberality, 
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Liberality, his infinite Liberality i 
he ſo pleaſes? A Goſpel of this Kind 
is moſt ſuitable to the divine Per. 
feQions. 


Tris in fact is the very Teſt dg 
the Goſpel, the very diſtingunling 
Point which renders Perſons Belge. 
ers, or not. 


Gop will not admit us to hai: 
any ſhare properly in our Savation 
leſt we ſhou'd have Ground d 
boaſting. Indeed any ſhare is im 
practicable, Nature never acting vi 
perfection one ſingle Virtue, Wha 
we have done all, we are unproft- 
ble Servants. 


EF IC 


WE: muſt gladly renounce all c 
filthy Rags, in caſe we wou d 
cloath 


by CHRIS r. 75 
F cloath'd upon with Chriſt's ſpotleſs 
Obedience. God will not put his 
ſpotleſs Obedience over our Rags, 
they muſt be put off; if a Man has 
any manner of Notion of his own 
FRighteouſneſs, as working together 
with that of Chriſt, towards his Sal- 
vation, that one thing ſhuts him out 

from being a Believer. Nay this 

Thought of his own Righteouſneſs 
dus him out more than Sin itſelf. 


WW Publicans and Harlots can enter be- 
" W fore ſuch. 


No being naked, and empty'd 
f our ſelves, we are regularly the 
WObjcc of divine Bounty in this Mat- 
ter. Otherwiſe, the leaſt Grain of 
ride, and Self-Sufficiency deſtroys * 
er Expectation. 
oat 


3 
1 
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TISs Point requires to be ye! 


weigh'd and conſider d. 


Now the Way, my Brethren, 9 
be rightly inform'd, and rightly e 
tabliſh'd, in any part of true Rei 
gion, ſcems to me This, that Chr. 
ſtians be converſant in Scripture, and 
not to take up too raſhly, and in. 
plicitly with the general Religion «i 
the World. 


Wuicn leads me to the ſecond 
and laſt Particular I propos d to ſpe 
upon, namely, the Uſefulneſs of ou 
fetching Religion, and our Appr: 
henſions about Chriſt carefully tro 
Holy Scripture. 


Ir we take theſe from Men witl 


out Concern for their Truth, e 
mo 
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may happen to be true, and they 


may not. Whereas, we are ſure of 

E proceeding in a way of Duty and in a 
ay of Certainty, if we learn at the 
Fountain-Head. 


PrRHA s ſome will ſay, that the 
EScriptures are not eaſily underſtood, 
except by learned Perſons. To this 
EEcruple I anſwer, tis a Suggeſtion 
WE thrown into the World, a Tare ſown 
Wi the Field of it artfully by Man's 
EEncmy ; they are plain in all neceſ- 
| ry Points to the plaineſt Perſons ; in 
uach Points which are not neceſſary 
Wt be known as yet, neither the Un- 


| earned, nor the Learned will know 
1 to the End of the World. 


n ſhort, the Bible is full as plain, 


* that Men are kept back from 
it 


— 
— 


— — 
6 


r 


* 
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— 
> 


it by their own uncommanded Fear, | 
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to the Unlearned as the Learned, in 
every Article of Importance to th: 
Soul. 


AdAIN, The World abound: i: 
Miniſters of Religion, yet a Chriſti: 
is not oblig d to eſteem every Pero 
a Miniſter of God, merely from hi 
having an Authority by-human Lay, 
nor yet to depend upon our teaching, | 
after an abſolute, and unenquiri i 
Manner. 


'T 1s his private Duty to wei! 
his Miniſter's Words in the Scale d 
his Bible, that he may be aſſur d d 
their being true. Otherwiſe, he tak 
Man's word, and obeys Man, not Go 


THE People of Berea we fill 


commended, and are call'd ore i 
[8 
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7 than they of Theſſalonica, becauſe 


© they ſearch'd the Scriptures daily, to 
compare and examine thereby, even 


de Words of the Apoſtles themſelves. 


Ir every private Chriſtian does 
E not make this Search, he does not 
E:cquit himſelf of his Duty, and there 
are many, very many Chances againſt 


PrzsONs ſerious about Salvation 
muſt look for ſomewhat more, than 
hat is found, either at the Mini- 
lers Mouth, or in any Religion as 
Leſtabliſh'd by Men; he muſt look 
bor ſomewrhat more, than what is 
Wound in cuſtomary Forms of Faith, 


Wtherwiſe, he will be very liable to 
Defects, 


Co N= 


mon Prayer, whatſoever good things 
may be in it, we cannot affirm «f 


Chriſtian's Conſcience. Well then, 
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CoNnCcERNING our Book of Con: 


it, that it is the Bible. There i; 1 
large Difference (ſhou'd be) betweer 
the Authority of theſe two upon 2 


therefore no Chriſtian ought by an 
means to rely ſo far on the Authori-} 
ty of the Common Prayer Book, « 
to negle& the greater Authority d 
the Bible. This wou'd be an obe, 
ing Man, and believing in Man, nc 
a believing in God. 


W x have alſo three Creeds, the # 
tbanaſian, the Vicene, and the & 
poſtle's Creed. Yet the Scriptu 
muſt be conſulted beſides theſe, ! 


Men will be defective, nay great} 
miſtake 
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miſtaken in their Faith. Not becauſe 
E theſe Creeds are not true, for they 
contain Truth; but for this Reaſon, 
© becauſe they do not hold forth the 
chief, the principal Truth. 


Tux chief Troth is this one Ar- 
ticle, to believe in Chriſt, and in no 
other Righteouſneſs, for Juſtification, 
Jo know which point wou'd poſſi- 
bh be ſufficient, without ever hear- 
ing of the other; whereas, to hear of 
the other, or a thouſand other with- 
out this, 1s not ſufhcient. 


> lus Apoſtles Creed, not pro- 
perly ſo call'd, has not a Word of 
believing in Chriſt for Juſtification * 


e, dl Bn it. It mentions indeed the prin- 
) . ; 

real ipal Parts of his outward Character, 
wake wut not of his inward Character. 


F Now 
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Now a Man may eaſily give Credit, 
that Chriſt was born of the Virgin 
Mary, ſuffer d under Pontius pi 
late, yet be a perfect Stranger to his 
inward Virtue, his Power to fare 
The outward Character of Chriſt the 
Mahometans themſelves allow); the 
Jews alſo could ſay, Thor art « 
Teacher come from God. 


TR Matter lies in believing that 
he is the LORD our Ricurrovs 
NESs, by the unexceptionable Mo 
rality of whoſe Life, imputed to uz 
and transfer d to us, we expect Si 
vation. We acknowledge our on 
to be no Rightcouſneſs, and we ett 
brace ny inſtead of it. 


een in this Degree make 
a Chriſtian; Humility in any | 
5 | Degres 
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| Degrec, does not make a Chriſtian. 
Any lefs Degree is Disbelieving. 


E You will forgive me this Zeal in 
| ſpeaking, becauſe your Eternal Sal- 
vation is evidently concern'd in it. 
He who hath the Som (in the Senſe I 
© have been ſhewing) Bath Life; He 
© ho believerh not the Son, ſhall not 
„Lie, but the Wrath of God abi- 
deth on him. 


| Too many content themſelves in 
| theſe days with Amuſements, inſtead 
| of true Religion; and with Shadows 
of Faith, inſtead of the Subſtance. 


Foundation for religious Performan- 
ces to go upon, is ſome Evidence of 
F 2 3 


Wa ar ſatisfies the rational Un- . 
| derſtanding, and gives a comfortable 


— — — 
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Chriſt within, and an Earneſt of the 
Spirit, ſhewing to yourſelves you; 
Intereſt, and Share in him. No Com- 
munion with outward Societies can 
ſave, nor Church-Privileges avail us, 
unleſs we have Communion with 
Chriſt at the ſame time, and are of 
that Church, which is not form'd by 
Men, but made ſo by Grace. 


LaBour therefore to read, and | 
underſtand the Evidences of 8 lvation, 
as they are held forth in Scripture 
Turn over the Writings of St. Paul; 
his Epiſtle to the Romans, to the 
Galatians, tothe Epheſians; you wil 
find ſuch Riches of Chriſt, as are (ut 
ficient to ſtay the Soul, and feed th: 
Underſtanding plentifully. Helps 
Men are not unlawful, provided they 
be uſed lawfully ; but it is never law- 
ful, 
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bl, ſo far to rely and reſt upon 
them, as to negle& God's Guidance, 
and his greater Authority over our 
Conſciences. 


Tur Scriptures are the only Re- 
poſitory of infallible Religion. 


| Lex us therefore, to conclude, 
| every one of us be carefully exercis'd 

n the Buſineſs of reading, and me- 

n ditating God's Word. 

re 

1 You will ſee the glad Tidings 


the diſtinctly, and be able to give A 


wil Reaſon of the Hope, that is in you. 
ſul- 

| the W Gop withholds the Truth from 
7.1 an, who ſeeks it ſeriouſly, and : 


carefully, Let us alſo endeavour to 
law- be more and more built up in our 
: F 3 moſt 


—— W 4 —__—_—_ > — et On — 
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moſt holy Faith daily, let us under. 
ftand throughly the Liberty, which 
we have in Chrift Jeſus, and preh 
forward to a fulneſs of Stature ir 
him. 


By the Gifts of God's Spiri, 
which ordinarily come by means 
the Scripture, a Chriſtian enjoys 
continual Light upon his Way, 4 
kind of Cloud by Day, and Pills 
of Fire by Night. He walks com. 
fortably, and is thankful every M 
ment of his Life for the endleſs Mer: 
cies, which accompany it. 


H walks ſolidly, and is diffolvc 
finally in his appointed time, 10 
with Uncertainty, but with Peact 
and Satisfaction, and with an Afi 
rance oſ being ſav d, even throuf 


hin 
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him who loved us, and gave himſelf 


in all Reſpects for us, 70 waſh ws 
| from our Sins in his own Bloody to 


whom, with the Father, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons, yet one 
God, be render'd as is moſt due, all 
Dominion, and Power, all Adora- 
tion, Thankſgiving and Praiſe, hence- 
forward and for ever. 


F 4 Romans 


Rom. iii. 24. 


Being juſtify d freely by his Grace 
through the Redemption that is i 


Chrift Feſus. 


REE Juſtification without ary 


Meaſure of deſerving on ou 
Parts, or even our Endeavour, 
at any Time of Life, contributing 
thereto, is ſo beyond all human Ex- 
pectation, that wiſe and learned 
Men are too too apt to disbelieve it, 
and the Generality of Mankind to 
ignorant to have Thought of it. 


Vr ſome there are who believe 


this Doctrine, and embrace it glad 
ly, 
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ly, and are more and more eſta- 


bird in it daily. 


„ 


Tas ſame is Chriſt's true Church, 
or Collection of Men taken out of 
all Parties, who through Grace diſ- 
cem themſelves to be entirely paſſive, 
and Receivers in this Matter ; 


| Being juſtify d (as our Text af- 
firme) FxeeLY by his Grace, through 
the Redemption that is in Chrift Je- 


ſus, 


| [ ſhall obſerve upon this Subject 
| the following Points. 


rned 
e lt; 
too 


Iſt. 
eliere 


glad. 
Iv, 


ſclievers are juſtify'd FxkkL Y, with- 
put any Deſerving of their own, or 
: even 


I. appears from Scripture, that 
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even Endeavours contributing there- 
to, 


2dly, and laſtly. 

I ſhall endeavour to prove, that 
in the Reaſon of the thing tis im. 
poſſible for Man in a proper Senſe 
to contribute any part to his Salla. 
tion; with ſome general Remark; 


which may be of Uſe upon the Whol: 


11t 
Ir is the Doctrine of Scripture, 
that Believers are all juſtify'd Faru 


To be juſtify'd freely fignibe 
Man's being juſtify'd without an 
ſort of Price, Condition, or Quali- 
cation, on his own part. Accept 
with God through Chriſt, witboſſ 
any previous Righteonſneſs of b 


Own. Tat 
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Tux firſt Promiſe of Scripture re- 
| ſpecting this Point is contain'd in 
| that Paſſage, It ſhall break thy Head, 
and thou ſhalt bruiſe his Heel; inti- 
mating, that of the Woman's Poſ- 
© terity ſhou'd ariſe a Perſon, who 
| (hou'd repair and reſtore the Fall of 
| Mankind. No doubt Adam under- 
ſtood this to be a free Promiſe, o- 
WW therwiſe it had carry'd in it no ſub- 

ſtantial Conſolation. Of the fame 


= | poſitive Import is the Promiſe made 

to Abraham, In thy Seed ſhall all 

* | the Families of 5s Earth be bleſſed z 
u meaning by the Birth of Chriſt. 


zalit 
epd 
bon 


Now I wou'd ask, according to 


theſe Promiſes free, and determi- 


1 . 
: T yl nate, without any Qualifications 


: call'd 
3 


ſte firſt Senſe of Words, are not 
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call'd for on Man's part, no Joint 
Condition is mention'd, nor yet to 
be underſtood, except what ariſes 
from our own uncommanded Fears? 


Nay, Abraham himſelf the Fa- 
ther of Believers, was taken into the 
grand Promiſe, (for I am not ſpeak- 
ing here of inferiour and worldly 
Promiſes, they indeed ſtand oftimes | 
on a different Foundation;) Abraham, | 
I ſay, was taken into the grand Pro- 
miſe, before any Law or moral Com- 
mandment was preſcrib'd, before he 
was circumcis'd, and a conſiderable 
time before the tryal of his Faith, in 
the Affair of ſacrificing /aac. 


So when his Deſcendants came 
to poſſeſs the promis d Land, being 
a Figure of the heavenly Canaan, id 

be 
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be poſſeſs d by Believers, it is parti- 
cularly declar d to them, that they 
\ou'd not eſteem themſelves Inheri- 
tors through any Merits of their own; 
Quite otherwile. 


| Speak not in thy Heart for my 
ö Righteouſneſs the Lord hath brought 
me in, but for the Wickedneſs of 
We be Nations doth the Lord thy God 
ie them out, and that he may 
ber form the Word, which the Lord 
fare unto thy Fathers, 


F AFTERWARDS when this choſen 
Nation fell into Miſery, and into 
| Captivity for a time, on Account of 
| their Sins, it was not properly their » 
kepentance, or any Meaſure of de- 
| lerving on their Parts, which induc'd 
Cod to forgive their Sins, and bring 
7 back 


ame 
Yen! 
11, (0 


be 
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back their Captivity; Quite otherwise 
God ſays, I am He that blotteth cut 
thy Tranſgreſſioms, for my own any, 
ſake. It ſhall be wrought unto ym, 
for my own ſake, and for my vi 
holy Vame's ſake, that my Van (: 
not polluted among the Heathen. 


HERE was evidently a Carriage 
towards the Ele& Family, proceed: 
ing of mere Favour, in Virtue 
their Election, and in Virtue of God. 
Honour, and Glory. 


In the remarkable 16th Chapte 
of Ezekiel, Scripture ſays on this ub 
jeR, in Effect both to the Jew an 
to the Chriſtian, hben thou waſt i 
thy Blood, that is, in thy Origin 
Uncleanneſs, and Condition of Sin, 


faid unto thee, live. I ſuare un 
thit 
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| thee, and enter into Covenant with 

ee; that is, I freely bound my ſelf 

and enter'd into an Obligation of 

Honour, that I wou'd do thee Good, 
even an infinite Good. 


| PresSENTLY indeed follows Sanc- 
tification, which alſo is God's own 
Action; but obſerve, this Sanctifica- 
tion or Holineſs in Nature was not 
bund in any Meaſure before, fo as 
to be an Inducement for rendring 
Cod favourable. THEN (fays he) 
waſh d I thee with Mater, I chath'd 
| the with broidred Work, with Gold, 
vnd Jewels, and thow becameſt per- 
| * through the Comelineſs, which - 


WP ur on thee. 


| Gop's Favour can ſurmount any 
anner of Unworthineſs, and can 
Z cloath 
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cloath Nature afreſh with ſuch O. 
naments, as Nature cou'd never pur. 
chaſe for its ſelf, were it to give the 
World for them. 


So the Prophet Jeremiah, Ti: 
Lord our Righteouſneſs. In the(: 
Words of Feremiah the Meſſiah i 
evidently promis d in the Charade 
of Man's Righteouſneſs, and Qua 
lification for Heaven: that is, we | 
are ſav d (if ſufficiently humble to 
accept the benefit) by all the Purity 
by all the Obedience, by all th: 
Charity, by the infinite Morality d 
Chriſt's Life ſet to us, inſtead of our 
Own. 


THis is an infallible, and ever 
laſting Righteouſneſs, ſuch as wil 


anſwer every Purpoſe, and ever) 4 
| Calo 
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dcaſion of Man, in regard of his Ma- 
ker, and in regard of the great time 


© of a future Eternity. 


ACCORDING to that of Daniel, 
| Seventy IV, ecks are determin d P01 
thy People, and upon the boly City, 
I friſh the Tranſgreſſion, and to 
| make an end of Sins, and to bring 
in everlaſting Righteouſneſs. A 
W Righteouſneſs very different from 
W that of Man, and of a far happier 
kind, in which no time, nor the 
Scrutiny even of divine Judgment 


ſhall find a failure. 


BOLD here a Cloathing for 
| human Nature truly ſutable both to 
the Demand, and Worth of Heaven. 


ever 


© HituzrxTo we have conſider d 
the Promiſes relating to Chriſt, what 
| G he 


6 wil 
y 0c 


calion 
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he ſhou'd be, let us now paſs on t6 
what is declar'd of him in the New 
Teſtament. God was in Chriſt r. 
conciling the World to himſelf, there 
fore being juſtify d by Faith, ve bat: 
Peace with God thro our Lord J. 
ſus Chriſt ; for what the Law could 
not do through the Weakneſs of hu- 
man Nature, the bringing in of « 
better Hope did, Chriſt being th! 
End of the Law for Rig bteciſiſ 
to them that believe. Not thut 
Faith is a Virtue for which the he. 
liever is juſtify'd, but it is the l. 
ſtrument by -which he receives, anc 
apprehends his Juſtification. Right 
ly underſtood Faith imports cxad 
the ſame with our Text, that a Mut 
is juſtify'd freely. A Perſon does 1 
act good Works, and fo obtain He: 
ven; but being juſtify'd freely th 
Chrit 
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| Chriſt, he does good Works; only and 
entirely in Gratitude, otherwiſe he 
puts his Works in Chriſt's place. 


Man fell wholly by himſelf, he 


muſt riſe as wholly by his Creator 
| who will not admit any boaſting in 


the Creature: whereas did we con- 


© tribute properly the leaſt part to our 


dalvation, ſo far we ſhou'd have to 


E boaſt, In brief, God will not give 
s Chriſt, unleſs we ſubmit to take 
him freely. To give us deeper Sen- 
timents of Humility, and Gratitude, 
and Thankfulneſs, 
E whole Glory, and not a part only; 
may center upon himſclt. 


and that the 


E Acain, as Believers are all juſ- 
if d in Effect before themſelves 
Were born, in Virtue of what God 


G 2 and 
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and Chriſt have tranſacted, ſo it i, 
a point, not in themſelves or in any 
Power of this World to cancel, for- 
feit, or make void. 


Tun purchaſe of Chriſt's Blood 
can be no uncertain purchaſe. There 
is no Sin poſſible, not only paſt Sins, 
but alſo no poſſible Sins to come, but 
for which God has already receiv'd 
the proper Satisfaction. I lay not 
only paſt Sins, but a Believer's Sins | 
to come are already done away, and 
his whole Salvation is a ſure Matter, 
as being the legal Price, and juſt Ef 
fe of Chriſt's great Obedience. 


AND otherwiſe our Salvation 
wou'd hang in continual Suſpence, 
and Uncertainty ;z nay it wou'd be: 
Point impoſſible to be gain d. 

: Fos 
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For the beſt Livers are never to- 
ally clear of Sin, nor will be clear 
of it, in the moſt guarded Remain- 
der of Life, that may be propos'd. 
Therefore if Chriſt were only a Sa- 
our for paſt Offences, our Condi- 
| tion wou'd ſtill be wretched ; we 
ſhou'd be ever in our Sins in {ome 
| meaſure or other, 


do with regard to Defects, our 

| belt Actions and beſt Endeavours for 
| the future will ſtill be imperfect, ſtill 
þ defective. And perhaps the moſt 
inuous Perſons are more ſenſible af 
this Unhappineſs, than Perſons, who 
are leſs virtuous. So that on the 
Whole if Chriſt be only a Saviour in 
part I ſhou'd be glad to know whence 
n will 3 the other part. 
G 3 WHEREAS 


» 
4. 
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Wurreas the Rightcoulnch c 
Chriſt's Liſe was compleat, and un. 
exceptionable, and may be ich 
upon indeed. It was alſo given tc 
them, and them only who have Dil. 
cernment to fee, chat they hay 
need of it. 


AND this I kumbly apprchend! 
be the true Notion of believing i; 
Chriſt. No other believing « coe 
up to the Purpoſe. Any other uf 
disbelieving: 


As I now proceed, adly and lat 
ly, to make apPcar. 


AvonGsrT all Mankind theres 
but two ſorts of Religion, and b 


two ways they take to Heaven: I. 
hrt uy 
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rſt of theſe, which is moſt genera), 


and may be calld the Religion of the 1 
World, has Man's Morality, that 1s ih 
Eto ay, his Temperance, his Devo- ll 
tions, his charitable Actions, for its Fil 


Foundation, and Hope. Whereas, 
the Builders of Babel might as well 
opc to reach Heaven by the Tallneſs 
of a Tower, as Man by his Morality, 


Fox do we conſider what God 
s, and of what exquiſite Worth the 
MW \ingdoms of infinite Happineſs? 
Hod is pure beyond, and ſtill beyond 


all we can ima ginc. 


t PtRHAPs a raſh Perſon wou'd 

think of ſtanding in God's Judg- 

cnt, as they who have leait Merit, 

Pave frequently the leaſt Modeſty, 

1 no one wou'd put himſelf upon 
bis Tryal in his Wiſdom, 

7 G 4 | Pos- 
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Poss1BLY you will fay hy 
Why? God can expect no more from 


us than for which we have Ability 
and Power. True, but it through 
Corruption, and Defectiveneßs, 00 
way God's fault) we be ſubjeck t. 
Condemnation, how will our Rex 
ſon plead, if it be Reaſon, that he 
can diſpenſe with his Attributes d 
Purity, and Holineſs? Tho' he 1 
mercitully diſpos'd to the Creature, 
he muſt be juſt to himſelf. Cout 
he diſpenſe with the Detects of thi 
Creature's Obedience, he might, by 
the ſame Argument, diſpenſe with 
no Obedience at all. In this Cat 
vain wou'd be the Deity, vain h. 
Threats, even vain his Promiſes. 


Tx 
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Tas Law then is eternal, 7, 
and good, and muſt needs be ſatiſ- 
he'd, either by us, or another in our 
ſtead, Righteouſneſs muſt be had, 
of our own Growth, or by Deriva- 
tion from Another. And who cou'd 
* undertake this Work except the in- 
carnate Jeſus ? who being God as 
well as Man contains in him a Me- 
it every Way perfect, and ſuitable 
to our Neceſſity. 


Axo ſhall Man take Offence at 
the divine Bounty? Has he not ra- 
ther Ground of more Thankfulneſs, 
and Praiſe? Such a Method of Sal- 
ation cou'd not have been form'd 
| except in the Counſels of Heaven. 


* 


Wuar the Creature has to do, is 
to have Faith; that is, to open his 
| Hand 
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Hand and receive, and ſubmi- +, 
glorify God in that Degree. Shou 
we not be ſurpris d at a Beggar, why 
is ſtarving in the Streets for Relief 
yet will not open his Hand to ac. 
cept a Benevolence? juſt fo obſtinate, 
and criminal, are all Perſons who 
will not have Faith, and wi// 1 


come to Chrift, that they might hav: 
Life! 


Taz Door is open. Chriſt 1. 
jects no Man that comes to him 
Tis true none do come in this right 
and full Apprchenſion, but the E 
let, and thoſe whom God has given 
to Chriſt. Yet who can ſay (how 
ſoever unworthy at preſent, or blind 
for the paſt time) that he is not ol 
that Number? We read of many ui. 


worthy Perſons accepted daily 1 
| the 
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che Goſpel, whilſt others, who till 


b :leav'd to their own Righteouſneſs, 


were {hut out. 


P:zxHAPs ſome will object, this 
were an eaſy way of going to Hea- 
ven, too eaſy to be true. So object- 
ed the Jews, whom many look upon 
to be, as 1t were, the only Unbeliev- 
ers, who going about to eſtabliſh (as 
dt. Paul deſcribes the general Caſe) 
their own Righteouſneſs, have not ſub- 
mitted themſelues, and ſtill do not 
ſubmit themſelves, 70 the Righteouſ- 


J God. 


NATURE is equally erroneous in 


| all. Too many now expect to ob- 


an Heaven by the Privileges of the 


Church to which they were born, 
| 4nd in which they have been edu- 


cated, 


as — _ 
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cated, by Actions of Juſtice, and 
Charity, and eſpecially by their re- 
ceiving the holy Sacrament. Acts of 
Charity, and the holy Sacrament ar, 
very good things; but if they are pu; 
in the place of Chriſt, as too gene. 
rally happens, ſuch Proteſtants mil: 
take their Foundation. They har 
not yet been Believers in Chr, 


whatſoever they may be. 


Tv are beguil'd in their No. 
tions; and have run into theſe Mi- 
takes, in a great Meaſure, by ne. 
glecting to read the Bible. Too me 
ny take up their Religion on tru! 
and neglect God's greater, and ſupe- 
rior Authority; whereas the People 
of Berea were wile and prudent, 
they ſearch'd the Scriptures with ther 
own Eyes, to be aſſur'd that th: 
Teaching 
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| Teaching of the Apoſtle were agree- 
ble thereto. If Men negle& their 
buty to God, which is the firſt, and 
© take it for granted that what they 
hear comes from him, whether it 
does or not, it is to be fear'd, ſuch 
© will be ever learning, yet never come 


at the Truth. 


Ir is no other than an Artifice of 
| Satan to make Men ſecure in what 


"We ticy call Religion, when oftimes 


there is nothing in it. hat things 
| lays St. Paul) were gain to me, thoſe 
[ counted Loſs for Chriſt. When a 
Man once enters into the Truth, and 
| knows Chriſt, he finds every thing 
elle, every other Scheme of Religion, 
io be Vanity and Deluſion. 


Mhoſoever believeth ſhall be ſav d; 
have Faith in God. If ye find in 


your 


» 


——— 
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your ſelves at this time an Humility, 
and Thankfulneſs of Spirit, ſufficient 
to cloſe with this Truth which I hart 
been aſſerting and deſcribing, happy 
are ye, you will ſoon part with al 
to go further into it. 


IN DEE D after a right Belict ha 
once found its Way into the Sou 
a Perſon finds himſelf diſpos'd to al 
manner of Virtue and to all manner 
of Piety in Life, and Converſation 
But it is upon a new foot from wha: 
he vainly labour'd in atforetine: 
by way of Gratitude, and by wa 
of glorifying God, for the git a 
Salvation, ſo freely beſtow'd on uz 
and as it were without our Know 


ledge. 


Tax Love of Chriſt conſtrains t! 


a Suitableneſs of Behaviour, as ſv! 
Stream 
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dreams flow from a ſweet Spring, or 
+ a Tree is known by its Fruit. 


* WuosoEVER therefore is weary 
: with a Senſe of Sin and Imperfection, 
al 


whoſoever is exercis d with Doubts 
ind Miſtruſt about Salvation, as hay- 
ug never yet reach d the Rock to 


ſtand upon; let him come to Chriſt, 
* in the Senſe of a continual Juſtifyer, 
"ner without the leaſt deſerving on the 
tion bcliever's Part. And that he will 
my be a continual Juſtifyer, though a 
OO: Chriſtian ſhou'd in any remaining 
. part of Life, fall into Sins, and Un- 
At Vorthineſſes: Chriſt having at once 
1 bone every thing for him, that is to 


be done. 


* 


I ſhall conclude with thoſe re- 


ains u markable Words of the Prophet 
s {wel Haiab, in the 55th Chapter. 


HO, 
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HO, every one that thirſt, 
come ye to the Waters, and he thy 
hath no Money, come ye, buy, ani 
eat. Yea, come, buy Wine, ant 
Milk without Money and with 
Price. Wherefore do ye ſpend M. 
ney for that which is not Bread, ani 
your Labour for that which ſatii- 

eth nat? 


Your Thoughts are not my Thought: 
neither are your Ways my Man 
ſaith the Lord. For as the Heavn 
are higher than the Earth, ſo ar 
my Ways higher than your Waij 
and my Thoughts than your Thought: 


Inſtead of the Thorn ſhall come 
the Fir-tree, and inſtead of the brit 
ſhall come up the Myrtle-tree ; an 


. 
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it ſhall be to the Lord for a Wame 
for an everlaſting Sign that ſhall not 


le cut off. 


H Jorn 
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Tf the Son therefore ſhall make n. 
free, ye ſhall be free indeed, 


HE Jews underſtood our 8. 
viour in this Paflage, 


ſpeaking of civil Freedom; 
but he meant the Words, in tha: 
more important Senſe of moral, and 
ſpiritual Freedom, which is the De 
liverance of the Mind from Condem- 
nation in God's ſight. 


As it is with the Jew, thus | 
norant of his moral evil Condition 
ſo naturally ſtands the Caſe of 4 
Mankind. We are follicitous © 


| 
nou 
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I nough for the Liberty of our out- 
ard State, but are unhappily apt to 
orerlook the Slavery of our inwatd 
date. Liberty there wou'd be va- 
huable indeed. 


8. 2 


WT 

Fox no perſon is free, in any 
good, and f1gnificant Senſe of that 
Word, 'till a certain New-Birth, and 
an acting of the Spirit of God has 
Ewrought an Alteration in his inward 


tha: WWFrame. He muſt ſee himſelf in 4 
an 3 Light; and have ſome Expe- 
e De. 


ficnce of the Riches of Chriſt, upon 
bis Soul, 


Urox this Occaſion the Soul will 
Werceive, and reliſh a Privilege, be- 


Pad every other in the World. 
1 


H 2 If 
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1/ the Son, that is, if Jeſus Chriſt 


ſhall make you free, ye ſhall be fre 
indeed. 


I beg leave to conſider upon this 
Subject the following Particulars, 


Iſt. 
By Birth, and Education, great! 


the bondage of every Perſon's Nature 


2dly. 

Sucu who are rightly in Chriſt, 
are in a new State. They tee an 
Enlargement of Mind, and Spiri 
Which eſtabliſhes them in moral L. 


berty. 
3dly, and laſtly. 


I ſhall make ſome general 00 
ſervations from the whole, for Ap 


plication, and Improvement. a 
| 
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11t. 

Or every Perſon's Nature, by 
Birth and worldly Cuſtom, great is 
the bondage in various Reſpects. 


Wis E Perſons even amongſt the 
Heathens have perceiv'd, and lamen- 
| ed a Corruption in the Faculties of 
Man. They have diſcern'd, that 
tis eaſier to ſee, and know, what 
| Virtue is, than to practiſe Virtue in 
| an uniform, and unexceptionable 
Manner. They acknowledg'd there- 
| fore ſome defect in Nature, though 
they were ignorant of the Occaſion, 


| and Original of it. 


| Now by the Light of Scripture” 
| ve underſtand, that this Depravity, 
| and Weakneſs, of Nature to Good, 


H 3 ſprings 
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iprings originally from the Fall «; 
Men's firſt Parents in Paradiſe ; th: 
Sin of Adam was the Root of Bitter 
neſs to the Warld. But this is no: 
all; we are ſufficiently convicted | 
Imperfection, and do according]; 
feel the terrour of future Judgment, 
every particular Man, from th 
Naughtineſs of our own Hearts, and 
from our daily Tranſgreſſions. M. 
need no cauſes of Condemnation, in 
the Eye of divine Judgment, farthc l 
than thoſe, we confeſſedly bear wit!- | 
in us, and are guilty of in our ow". | 


Perſons. 
Dark therefore upon thete i WF *© 
gards, hath paſs d, and Judgmaa © 


hath paſs'd, 199m all Men; fic : 4 
only excepted, who through the E 
lection of Grace, are ranſom d an 

delivers 
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deliver'd out of the Number. As 
Nature ordinarily lies, tis actually 
under Sentence; tis under a total 
Unacceptableneſs to the {upreme 


Being. 


Me endeavour, indeed, to ſtifle 
che Appreheniton of Futurity, and 
the Terrour of divine Judgment; but 
alas! there is a Witness conſtantly 
within the Breaſt of Nature, which 
will be heard ſometimes, all the Arts, 
and Divertiſements of Life notwith- 
landing. Sin and Terrour fit un- 
caly upon the Spirit. Theſe gloomy 
Tyrants hold Poſſeſſion of the Spirit, 
till Chriſt comes, and s this arms 
d Man, and delivers us out of the 
Hand of the Enemy, » 


Titi Chriſt comes to the 80 
by Revelation in ſome degree, 
H 4 R 
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Rigour of the Law (and yet an un- 
changeable Law) ſtands drawn 2 
gainſt us, like a deſtroying Sword, and 

| there is no eſcaping. For how b! 
Man be juſtify d with God! or bn 
fſhou d he be clean, that is born if 
FHoman ! We cannot anſwer to God 
one Thought, or one Action of 1 
thouſand. Tis true, Nature wil! 
not ſce this its Condition thoroughly, 
though moſt certainly every Mans 
Condition, till it ſtands ſeriouſly be. 
fore the Glaſs of God's Word. 


IT requires to be awak'd, and to 
have an Infight given it, of its Mr 
ſery, or it will not believe what /V«- 
than ſaid to David, Thou art l. 
Man, for a long time. And pc 
who is there, that is not a Sinne, 


and periſhable, and in need of 4 
the 
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de Aſſiſtance which is in Chriſt, 


that can be communicated ? 


AAN. As Nature lies in Care- 
eſſneſs, and Stupidity, a long time, 
and in ſome Perſons is never awak'd 
at all; ſo, another Branch of its Bon- 
dage conſiſts, in its being under the 
Dominion of the Paſſions. 


Now the Paſſions, or Deſires, 
W which lodge inwardly in our Nature, 
having taken a corrupt Turn, and 
having prevail'd againſt Reaſon, it is 
generally ſeen, that Men are much 
| oftner Slaves of Paſſion, than Follow- 
cs of Reaſon. 


* 


Tis amongſt the Signs of an un- 
generate Perſon, that by theſe he 
s govern'd, in the Main of his Ac- 


41. * 
$49) $ 
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tions. Tis amongſt the Signs of 
regenerate Perſon, that ſuch à 00 
is not govern'd by the Paſſions; or!. 
narily, that is, and in the main, 


TIs true, the number of M? 
who are influenc'd, and led a © 
by theſe Springs, do fancy themlcl1o{Wr 
to be in Liberty, and more in H; 


berty, than virtuous and ſtrict Liv 
But it is a great Miſtake. Habit 
Sinners are the greateſt Slaves in- 


whole World. 


Tur Vices they follow can nac! 
no never, be ſatisfy'd. They 1d 
not any Moderation, or bound, e 
longing to em, except what 9 


pens from want of Power. I 
Follower of ſenſual Pleaſure, the a 
dicted to Pride, is a Slave to n 


* 


pi" 
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© Appetite, and cannot in the Eye of 
Reaſon be eſteem'd of otherwiſe. 
In this caſe, Men have let the Ser- 
rants, that ſhou'd be, become their 
E Maſters. They are under more In- 
E fluence, than they think of. Alas! 
E theſe Lords in the Breaſt of Nature 
rule with a high Hand. Their driv- 
js is like the driving of ehu, the Son 


of Nimſhi, for they drive furiouſly. 


Now not to be able to controul 
the Paſſions, muſt, if we view it 
carefully, be a great Reproach, and 
a Diſgrace, upon human Nature, 
Wand is an evident token, that from 
el very Birth of it, all is not right 
Ih Within, 

Wn 2 
Ir appears by Experience, that 
che Conduct, and Carriage of 
1 Nature, 


3 ů „ 2 — "OY * 


— — — 
er — 2 _ GP — RIP _—— — 


124 OSpiritual Freedon. 


Nature, there is ſomething in it, the 
very contrary of moral Liberty, It 


| 

by no means reaches to true Virtue, WF | 

or right Reaſon, till a new Turns 

given to it, and a new Power is ad- [ 

ded to it, by Grace and the Hand n 

of God. EV 

E 

As I ſhall now, 2dly, endeavour WF © 

| to explain. Such Perſons, who ar: WWF // 

| rightly in Chriſt, have a new Powe: WF // 

prevailing within them. Such c 

joy moral Liberty. 

ch 

iſt. As to the State of the Com- tor 

{cience, with reſpect to God's Judg- WF con 

ment, | ma! 

ict. 

Wu a Perſon not only hea * 

lead. 


of Chriſt, and believes the Hiſtoſ 


of him, but, which is a differ 
thing 
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thing, apprehends Chriſt, and be- 


| lieves him, to be a Righteouſneſs, 
and a Strength, given to him, in- 
| ſtead of his own; then the Senti- 
ments of Terrour, and Guilt, and 
| Weakneſs, leave a Man. Then he 
bas peace with God. His Conſci- 
| ence takes a new Poſture, being 


| /prinkled from the terrour of dead 
| VVirks, and of divine Judgment. 


Tur Law, indeed, firſt gave a 
| Chriſtian's Conſcience a Senſe of Sin; 
tor we ſhou'd not know Sin, but by 
| comparing our Life with the Com- 
mandment. This Sight, and Con- 
iction, of Tranſgreſſion, and De- 
ęſectiveneſs, having a proper Effect, 
lads a Perſon immediately from Mo- 
to Chriſt. He flies from the two 
Lables, perceiving his Impoſſibility 
| of 
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of anſwering them, to the Mercy. 
Seat. This is the true Intent, and 
Office, of the Commandment, Such 
a one embraces Chriſt, in the Ful. 
neſs of his Bounty to Souls 7½% read) 
zo periſh, and in all the beauty of 
his cloathing, which is extended to 
the 2ni/erable, and poor, and naked, 
in their own: Opinion. Here he 
reſts, as upon a Rock, againſt al 
the Floods of Sin, and Judgment 
and Dithculty, whatſoever. 


By this mean Man is reſtor d 0 
Liberty. He begins to have Strength, 
and Comfort. He begins to live ii 
deed. Probably he re-obtains that 


very Liberty, wherein Adam wi 
firſt created. He has paſs d fen 


Death unto Life. He ceaſes to hac 
Confidence in the Fleſh, or in li 


OW! 
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own keeping the Commandment, for 
Eo lyation, He ſtands no longer up- 
on his own Foundation. He per- 
ceires his Acceptance with God, to 
have been procur d by Chriſt, once 
bor all. And his Life is hid in Chriſt, 
Jas his Head, even to eternal Life. 


ANOTHER Branch of moral Free- 


dom is this, by the Work of the 
Spirit of Chriſt upon the Soul, the 
powers of the Soul take a new turn 
| towards Virtue, and Holineſs. 


Tua Faculties of the Soul before 
| brace, are not worthy to be called 
Powers, They are Weakneſſes, they 
4 Impotencys, and do not attain to. 
Pirtue. Whereas, by the Addition, 
. Aſſiſtance of Grace, that part 
7 us recovers the moral Strength, 
| which 


t 


which probably was allotted to it at 
firſt, but had ſince been impair', 


ſuch Actions, which it has any No- 
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It begins to act upon new Defire,, 
Its Deſire in general, and its Thirſt 


in general, will be after Virtue, and 
Perfection. 


Tns Mind by corrupt Nature 
has Freedom, indeed, of Will, to 


tion of, or Deſire after. Man ha | 
always a Will, that is free, but not | 
a Will which is good, except throug| 
a Change, and Amendment, wrougſ! 
in it by the Hand of God. The 
natural Man's Will is free, but no: 
free enough. It does not reach, and 
extend ſo far, as to come within tit 2 
Borders of Virtue. He reſembles! 7 
Perſon in priſon. A Priſoner is cp bn ch 
in ſome ſenſe, but his Freedom nd | 


bounded 
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bounded in a very narrow com- 


xa 


Now thro' Grace the Mind be- 
comes enlarg'd from the Priſon, from 

| the dark and loathſom Dungeon, in- 
| to which Sin, and Folly, had for a 
long time caſt it. It comes forward 
into the Light; it walks freely 
| through the wide and beautiful Field 
Wo! Faith, Hope, Charity, Picty, 
W 1 cmperance, Fortitude, and every 
other Virtue, which can be ſuitable 


for a reaſonable Nature to be EXCT- 
: ciſed in. 


do not mean, that a regenerate 
Pan lives, and ſins not. So much 
Happineſs does not ſeem attainable 
in the preſent Life. Tis a great, 
d happy Attainment, if Men can 
I compals 
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compals to live rationally, and . 
tuouſly, in the main. It rech 
alſo a manifeſt Honour upon Rel: 
gion, that where it is, and Supe: 
ſtition and Hypocriſy have not taker 
its place, it has ſo good and val 
able an Effect. 


Y x T a Chriſtian can never build 
much upon virtuous Attainment 
as to think of climbing up into Ha 
ven by them. This wou'd be an 4 
tempt, like building the Tower d 
Babel, with a View to reach He 
ven, by the Tallneſs of that Stn 
ture. No. Human Rightcoulne 
comes infinitely ſhort of fuch aPurpos 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, which . 
perfect in its kind, alſo from hi 
ing God, was alone equal to 4 pil 
chaſe of fo immenſe a value. i 


! 
4 
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„ * 


bor this Reaſon, that alone is truſted 
to, by an intelligent Liver. 


Tus Uſe, and Place of human 
Righteouſneſs is, that it affords the 
Conſcience a comfortable Proof, that 


ſuch ſort of Livers are certainly of the 
number of the Elect. It ſhews plain- 
, that ſuch are of Chriſt's Flock, 
and are the true Church (or none 
arc) that will be ſav'd through Faith. 


Tur 2d Uſe of Man's own Righ- 
E:couſncls, is, that it tends greatly to 
God's Glory, and holds out in the 
World to others the Light of a good 
F Example. And indeed who can be 
excreis'd in God's Glory, more than 
the Duty of Gratitude calls him, in- 
Remembrance of his free Election 
through Grace? What Chriſtian can 
I 2 00 
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do too much for God, in a way of 
Zeal, or Charity, or Devotion, or 
any exemplary Office, who has, 
without the leaſt Merit, nay when | 
he was yet a Rebel, beſtow'd on | 
him ſo ineſtimable a Privilege? | 
Chriſtians properly ſuch have been 
Juſtify q, and wrote down in an in- 
fallible manner for Happineſs, be- 


fore themſelves had any Knowledge, 
or Exiſtence. 


STILL God exempts no Man 
from the Law of Morality, and O- 
bedience, to the beſt of his power. 
Though a Chriſtian made tree by 
Chriſt, has a wonderful Liberty, 
both within, and without, ſo far a 
is not offenſive, yet he has no Lt 
cence to ſin. Faith without Wark 


ig dead, neither can it fave a Man; 
that 
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that being the right Faith, and the 
undoubted Mark of Election, which 
worketh by Love. 


come now, 3dly and laſtly, to 
draw ſome gencral Obſervations, for 
our Application and Improvement. 


IT appears to ſcrious Obſervers, 
| that the World in general lieth in 
Frror, and Darkneſs, and few are 
| they, to whom the Arm of the Lord 
| 15 reveal'd. 


| Few are they, who have either a 
ditinct Knowledge of Chriſt, or 
who are properly under the Influ- 
ence of his Spirit. Yet no Sinner, 
| or Perſon under Error has Cauſe * 
| delpair. The Way of Knowledge is 
ö hedg d up againſt no Man. And, 
| I 3 M hoſoever 


* 
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I hoſoever comes to Chriſt, He ul a 
in no wiſe caſt him out: Only le ; 
him come with Weeping, and ui 
Supplication, and with a thorouy| | 
Senſe of the Value of Chriſt, a 
Ry th 
For it is the wretched, and mi 5 
ſerable, the poor, and naked, and blind Fi 
in their own Opinion, that are capibl 
of receiving him. He came not z9cu. 
the righteous, ſuch who in any De. 55 
gree eſteem themſelves righteous, d g. 
Publicans, and Sinners, who ciicenM IR 
themſelves with St. Paul the ci un 
Siuners. ſte 
To theſe, who are ſelf condemn: A 
and caſt abſolutely on the free | 
cy of God, Chriſt reveals him 0 


in all the Scaſonableneſs of his Foo 


er, and Acceptance, with the |: 
thi 
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cher. He is the Propitiator, and the 
Advocate, who is able to ſave to the 
uttermoſt; and who throws over the 
Soul of the Penitent a new Cloath- 
ing, a ſhining Robe, conſiſting of 
all the Virtue, and conſiſting of all 
the Worthineſs, which compos'd his 


own Life. And, Thanks be to God, 
doubtleſs, for this unſpeakable Gift. 


How ſhou'd Man appear at the 
Bar of + future Judgment, to ſtand 
the teſt of infinite Purity | How ſhall 
be ſtand as an Expector of Heaven, 
unleſs a Garment be given him, in- 


ſtead of his filthy Rags 


AGAIN. 


As Salvation is in Chriſt, ſo it is 
: in Chriſt wholly. It is not partly 
ö 14 by 
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by ourſelves, and partly by him, ml. 
ing up our Defects, and ſupplying 
what we have Occaſion of; as if the! 
Goſpel were a remedial Law, a Di. 


penſation of Indulgence and Favou; 
No. It is a Revelation of the Mel. 


ſiah, whoſe Righteouſneſs alone ful 
filling the moral Law, anſwers ever 
thing. For we ourſelyes cannot ful 
fill one fingle Virtue, in a perf 
manner. In this Matter a mixt Wa: 
is no Way at all. 


Gop muſt have all the Honour: 
of our being ſav'd, or none: It be 


ing as much an Error, for us vi j, 
impute a part of that Work to out 1 
ſelves, as to impute the whole of it. Wh. 

Li 


Ir is remarkable, the Notion d 


obtaining Heaven, partly by Chril, WM 


and 
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M partly by our own Prayers, and 
Devotions, with moral and charitable 
Ads (though theſe things muſt al- 
ways be endeavour” d) diſcovers itſelf 
to be an Error in this, that a well- 
meaning Chriſtian, who has no bet- 
ter Apprehenſion, always finds him- 
elf caſt back, and back again to 
the beginning of his Work. He is 
perplex d, ſometimes deſpairs, and 
derer has any reaſonable Aſſurance 
bot his Point, in ſuch a Manner, as 
v love God, and proceed on his 
Way comfortably, and chearfully. 


In truth, it is the Suffering of 
Qtriſt for our Sins, once for all, and 
the unexceptionable Obedience of . 
BW Life, imputed to us, which the 
Nit Faithful have Confidence in, 
h in Life, and at the hour of 
1 Death, 
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Death, and at the Bar of uti. 
Judgment. 


HENCEH we cone to love G. 
aright, by perceiving the Riches of 
his Wiſdom, and Compaſſion, to- 
wards us; who hath devis'd fuck 
a Method, that Heaven and Fart 
cou d not have devis'd any Method 
of Salvation like it. 


To conclude. Religion proper 
ly underſtood, gives every Chilli WF 
a real Enlargement of Spirit, and « 
comfortable ground to go upon. 1 
Chriſtian proceeds chearfully, he pil 
ſes from Grace to Grace, till by tin 
and Experience, he has ſome E : 
dence of Chriſt to his Spirit, "MF 
Foundation of Hope, which noti1! 


can ever remove. | 
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Ty1s is the Freedom of Chri- 


| ſanity, ſo worthy to be receiv'd of 
| all Men with all Thankfulneſs. A 


| Freedom of more Importance to the 
Soul, and of more Value, than any 
| bodily Freedom, or than all the Pri- 
veleges of Life put together. With- 
out it, Men are Slaves, and dead 
Men, in the midſt of all their Pow- 
er, and Glory, With it, a Bondſ- 
man is free, a Servant may be more 
| nch than his Maſter ; the poor, and 
humble, and meek, become ore 
E than Conquerors. 


Tars Effect, and Power, of the 


vYrrit of Chriſt upon the Soul, is re- 


markably ſet forth in a Paſſage of the 
| Prophet Iſaiah, I am ſent (ſays the 
Frophet in the Perſon and Character 
ö | of 


_—_ — — — — — 
— an 3 IS — - — — - 2 — 
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of Chriſt) 20 proclaim Liberty 10 th, 
Captives, and the Opening of th; 
Priſon, to them that are bound. J. 
give unto them Beauty for Aſhes, th: 
Oyl of Toy for Mourning, the Gar- 
ment of Praiſe for the Spirit if 
Heavineſs. 


BEING then made free, accord- 
ing to this extenſive Liberty of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, let us rejoice ever- 
more in this free Grace. Let us alſo} 
love God, with all our Mind, with 
all our Soul, and with all ou 
Strength, glorifying him daily by 
our Life, and Actions 

HENCEFORTH, whatſoever 1 
do, whether we eat, or drink, d 
whatſoever we do, let us do all 40 fl 


. 
Honour of God, and to the 4 
Vancemell 
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yancement of his Truth, and Glory» — 
amongſt Men. 


THEREFORE to God, only wiſe 
and good, the only Potentate, 
be render'd for theſe Mercys, 
all Dominion, and Glory, all 
Adoration, Thankſgiving and 


Praiſe, henceforth and for Ever- 
more. 


Mar. 


Marr. xxii. 42. 


What think ye of Chriſt ? 


OW do moſt Perſons ccrtain- 
ly know but that their reli 


gious Opinion may have pro- I 
ceeded from Miſtake ? Tis ala: 
Odds againſt a Religion of Educ: WF *!: 
tion. 

A reaſonable Being is oblig'd u e 
to take this Point upon Truſt, tho| by. 
he does worldly things, but to e not 
min it ſeriouſly, and diligently. our 


RELIGION does not come to Ui 
from our Parents. It is none of tl 


Gifts of Nature, 


W 
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Wi have Cauſe therefore of Pre- 
caution, ſince our Soul's Intereſt de- 
ends hereon, to ſee that we have 
not embrac'd ſome Counterfeit in- 
ſtead of Truth, and Superſtition 
when by our ſelves leaſt ſuſpected) 
| inſtead of Religion. They are ſo a- 
like tis no eaſy Matter to diſtinguiſh. 
They are only to be diſtinguiſh'd by 


the Scriptures. 


F Moxs eſpecially, Matters of Be- 
e [hou'd not be taken upon Truſt 
any Means: Such Conduct can- 
not be anſwer'd either to God, or 
our own Reaſon. We muſt prove 


e Spirits whether they be of God. 


Now 


wa - — - 4 - , _ 
- > 
SEARS. — PEI ß — 


; all things, then hold faſt, and 4 
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Now the chief Queſtion in Re- 
ligion is this in our Text: a- 


think ye of Chriſt ? 


UroNn which great Subject I ſhall 
beg leave to obſerve the following 
Particulars. 


1ſt. 

War too many think about | 
Chriſt, in a falſe and ſcanty Way, 
and conſequently they think what 


Chriſt 1s not. 


2dly, I ſhall conſider, 


wu ar Chriſt really is; and of 
what infinite Value to the Soul cf 
the true Believer. 


11t. 


I am to obſerve what too man) 
think 
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think of Chriſt in a falſe and ſcanty 
way: Chriſt is nothing of which. 


Tura are Perſons who thought 
Chriſt an Impoſtor, and Deceiver ; 
numely the chief Prieſts and Phari- 
kes, who were pleas'd to ſay, we re- 
| member that that Deceiver ſaid, 
while he was yet alive, after three 


lays I will riſe again. So greatly 
Wo Men miſtake, and even aſperſe 
Wi: Truth, when Malice and Envy 
re the only Eyes they ſee with. 


Tur judg'd as ill on another 
Occaſion, when they imputed his 
Laſting out Devils to a familiarity 
Hey ſuppos'd him to hold with Bee/- 
4b the Prince of the Devils. We 
ect with the fame malicious 
Thought when he cur'd the blind 
K Man; 
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Man; Give God the Praiſe (ſay the 
hypocritically) as for this May, u. 


know that be is a Sinner. | a 
E 
Now in this Degree of Infidel 7 
and Blaſphemy, perhaps few ar 4. 
found at this day who equal ti m 
Scribes and Phariſees. There are wh 
equal, and who imitate them, in ad: | * 
hering ignorantly to their own Rigk | ans 
teouſneſs, for Salvation, and hum 
Inventions in Religion, inſtcad e 
ſubmitting to receive the Rightcou raf 
neſs of God through Faith, that! 8 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, which be 
Goſpel imputes, and ſets to us, it Pops 
ſtead of our own. teou 
| deter 


TAE Jews were Infidels agil N Dy 
the Truth of his Perſon, Tok 
now are againſt the Power of it 
Ort 
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| Orners thought Chriſt to be 
n great Prophet, a Teacher, and 
E Example of Virtue; that he was 
Jobn the Baptiſt riſen again, or Eli- 
an or one of the Prophets. And 
| with this Opinion falls in the Opi- 
mon, and Acknowledgment of the 
| preſent Age; as alſo, that he is a Sa- 
E viour, and Redeemer in ſuch a Senſe, 
s to render God favourable, and 
Emercitul to Mankind, in reſpect to 
: paſt Sins and Offences, provided they 
pamend and improve their Lives for 
Je Future. They are willing to 
kope, that the Sacrifice and Righ- 

teouſneſs of Chriſt have inclin'd and 
etermin'd God, to accept their Re- 
| | xntance and fincere Endeavours. 


Max believe that his Intereeſſion, 


50 Mediation above are powerful in 
| K 2 their 


148 The high Value 


their behalf. Very powerful in e. 
gard of what he has done, and hi; 
continual Acceptance with the Fa. 
ther. 


Axp yet theſe Eſtimations 0 
Chriſt are ſhort, vaſtly ſhort of hi: 
real Value. If Men find out n 
more, in the Goſpel, and believe 0 
more, they might as well have be 
liev'd Nothing. To think in the 
Terms of Chriſt, without going fur 
ther, is not to know him. It is not 
acknowledging the Truth. It is nat 
Believing, but all this is Disbehier 


ng. 


Tar Salvation of Man, ſtill fal 
len and ſinful Man, is a free Gitt. |: 
is held forth in Chriſt, in whom the 
true Believer truſts for Juſtification 

{rom 
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com all thoſe things, from which 
he cou'd not be juſtify d by the Law, 
that is, by any moral Qualification 
in himſelf, yet he is aſſur'd of Sal- 
ration through Chriſt's Purchaſe, 
Cod having accepted it for that End. 


Tris is God's Chriſt; as excel- 
ing in his pretiouſneſs to the Soul 
the Chriſt unbelieving Men form in 
their ſcanty Imaginations, as God's 
Thoughts are higher than Man's 


Thoughts, or as the Heavens arc 
higher than the Earth. 


| ALL Nature lies in Darkneſs as 
| © this Point. Nature does not ſee 
| the Goſpel, as the Jews did not com 
Iprehend the Light of Chriſt, though : 
in the midſt of them, till God re- 
ves the film from its Eye. Mil- 


K 3 lions 
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lions indeed think they ſee the Go. 
pel, and think they profeſs it. Whill 
tis only a Dream of Profeſſion, and 
a Shadow of Faith, till the Key 9 


David has given them an Entrance 
into it. 


NATURE does not know the 
tenth of its Sinfulneſs, and Imper: 


fection. It does not conceive th: 
need it has of Chriſt. It owns hin 
in part, but it deceives itſelf, not own 
ing him in the whole. For th 
Creature ſhou'd conſider, God is pur: 
to an infinite Degree, nor can ti 
Law make any Abatement ; ſo thit 
Man can never be juſtify'd with 
an exact and infinite Righteouſnel 
Men are apt to flatter themſche 
but in truth the Salvation of Natur 
as it now lies is an impoſhble * 

\þ 


of CHRIST. 151 


Abſolutely out of its Reach. Where 
hall we find an exact Righiteouſneſs, 
| or an infinite? where? except in 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Whoſe hu- 
man Nature had the divine Nature 
united with it. Who fulfill'd all 
E Righteouſneſs, not for himſelf, but 
| for others, and was the End of the 
Law for Righteouſneſs to every One 
bo believeth; In a Way inſtead of 
E Man's own, which cannot but be 
imperfect, and ſhort of the Com- 
Emandment, after our beſt Endea- 


ours, and moſt repeated Labour to 
attain it. 


? | We cannot attain ſo high. We 
therefore fly from Mo oſes, from every 


4 our ſelves to lay hold on God's 
Pounty, who has transfer d upon us 


K 4 HA. 


— — — — — — — 
— 3 


F pectation of Morality, and go out 
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a great Myſtery, the Merits of hi. 


own Son. 


„ 1 


In this new Cloathing a Chia. 
ſtian ſtands comfortably ; he ſtand, 
infallibly. Without this Cloathing 


where can the beſt Liver ftand, 


when infinite Purity is to judge? 
What fingle Virtue, what ſinge WM 1 
Prayer, what Repentance, uhr 5 
higheſt Devotion even at the h 
Table will he affirm he can truſt to, ot 
fiftable by this judgment? God: WWF 
Judgment cannot help being e Wi cj, 

mit 

SURELY we have need of Chi 

though he be infinite. We need = 
ſuch a Chriſt, elſe wherefore did 1 5 
Divinity come down? or why bei 
much Innocency die? If leſs covWſkel;c 


have ſuffic'd, Righteouſneſs had cc 


tain) 


— - _ — — 
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tainly been acted by ſome other Me- 
thod ; but ſuch was the Depth of 
Sin, and ſuch the Height of free 


Mercy. 


7 
* — 
— — — — 
— CIS . 
- — 0 

a 
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| We fell wholly by our ſelves, we 
iſe as wholly by God; no other can 
be a right Senſe of this matter. God 
vill permit in the Believer no degree 
of boaſting. He will not take at our 
| Hands ſomething of a Price for Chriſt . 
of our own Works, or any Notion of 
Worthineſs; ſuch is his Glory he 
gires no Man Chriſt, unleſs he ſub- 
mits to take him freely. 


b Tux leaſt Tittle of Self- Suffici- 
eney ſhuts a Perſon out from being a. 
lever, as much as if he had not 


believ'd at all. 
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I ſhall therefore now, 2dly, and 
laſtly, endeavour to explain what | 
Chriſt is, when thought of ariglt, 


of what immenſe Value to the Soul E 
Tux Eſſence of believing in th; k 
Name conſiſts in believing in hin N 
for Juſtification, not in acknowledh. I 
ing him as a T cacher only, or Fx * 
emplar, or Interceſſor and Sari 
in part; but as an entire Rightcou-| 
neſs given and transfer d to us, in WW 1. 
ſtead of our own. * 
havin 
A great Myſtery this, yet a c ita 
tain Truth no way unſuitable, ich 
ſuitable to God's Perfection, Wh, nj. 


Goodneſs, It introduces into MN 
ture a marvellous Light, he Lig 
of this Day is ſevenfold. 


Br #081 
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* BzroRE this Diſcovery every 
Van is wretched, and miſerable, and 
poor, and blind and naked, but the 
amazing Help of God's free Gift be- 
ing reveal'd to a Soul, the Soul be- 
comes ſpiritually rich, and ſecure, as 
to future Judgment, on a ſudden. 
It poſſeſſes a ſpiritual Proviſion a- 
trainſt that Day pretious as Gold tried 
in the Fire. 


IT now ſtands before divine tre- 
nendous judgment fully acquitted, 
thaving a white Raiment caſt upon it, 
ſuitable to Heaven indeed, and 
Which infinite Purity itſelf can find 


d Blemiſh, or Flaw in. 


| To a Believer all things are be- 
dame new, He looks upon God with 
1 Comfort, 


—— — 
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Comfort, with Aſſurance, inſtead 
of Doubt and Terrour. Chriſt |. 
ing ſupply'd as it were, to his Hand, 
bringing with him the Preſent of hi 
Righteouſneſs, and Sufficiency, ha 
eſtabliſh'd a Peace in his Soul, which 
no Cloud of ſpiritual Doubting, and | 
not even Sin, can ever totally u- 
move away. He feels a new Peac: 
of believing, a Joy beyond Extent 
and beyond Utterance. 


INST EAD of Damnation, ſuch: 
one ſees infallible Juſtification ; are 
conciled God, a God who has accept 
ed a full Price for him, even for h- 
Sins paſt, preſent, and to come; whicl 
Price he will never exact twice, 0 
to have it of his Redeemer, and hin 
too: He ſtands in a Righteouſncl, | 


not like the Righteouſneſs of Men 
but 
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put ſuch as merits Heaven truly: The 
whole (for ſuch is the Effectualneſs 

of Chriſt's Work) ſo aſſur'd to him, 
| that his own Offences and Infirmitys 
E annot deſtroy it, or make it void. 


| Sucy is the Chriſt whom God 
ares. Nothing in Word or Thought 
an fully eſtimate his Value. He is 
the greateſt Mercy God could give, 


ad every other Mercy comes by him. 


| AxD this is the Believer's Way 
bo! thinking of Chriſt, whilſt others 
ink of him in a moſt unhappy 
Way of Defectivenes. Such Men 
ve hitherto, notwithſtanding their 
being his Goſpel, and notwith- 
ding their being rank'd amongſt 
briſtians, known nothing of him. 
icy have been beguil'd of him. 
Poſſibly 
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Poſſibly God may render to them i 
time this glorious Revelation. 


Tux Believer knows that Chrif 
Righteouſneſs made ours by Imputz- 
tion is the great Myſtery of the 00 
ſpel ; the Pearl of great Price happi 
ly found; the Field, which he bn 
gladly parted withal, and eſpecial) 
the Rags of his own Righteouſnck 
to purchaſe. Every thing elſe is Lol 
and as Dung, loſt Labour in Man, 


and a Labour even offenſive to Her 
ven. 


HRE is a Heighth and a Deptt 
which falls the Believer's Spirit wt 
Joy and Wonder all manner of war 
when he thinks actively and well u 
on it. A Depth of Unworthinels 
his own fide, in God's frec nt 


boundle 
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boundleſs Gift, an Heighth of Love, 
| poſſible only to divine Perfection. 


INVDEED Perſons of the World, 
who know not God in the Face of 
feſus Chriſt, ſeem to themſelves to 
bare their valuable Poſſeſſions alſo. 
One reſts himſelf upon his moral 
: Virtues, his Repentance, his Prayers, 
| his Charity. Another is well cnough 
- pleas d it he has the Goods and Pro- 
| lperity of this Life; Another thirſts 
; after ſenſual Satisfactions, and is 
Wwallow'd up in gratifying the Ap- 


petites. 


" 


Tuts Man covets Gold, and /ays 
0 the fine Gold, Thou art my God; 
this Aims are fir'd by Ambition, he 
tek Greatneſs, and perhaps obtains 
w he graſps a Sceptre, and com- 
mands Millions. 
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VET what is this Proſperity, thi; 
Throne, if Chriſt be wanting ? What 
this fine Gold, this Affluence, 6 
pleaſing of the Appetite ? To wha: 
amounts our human Virtue, our 
boaſted Pretences to Reaſon, our 
moral Excellence? They are altoge- 
ther light, and deceitful. Standing 
on our beſt foot, we can never an. 


{wer God one of a thouſand. 


Sucn like Conſiderations, if we 
know no better, are miſerable Con: 
forters to the Soul, that wants a pet 
fe Righteouſneſs, and muſt need; 
be immortal; that muſt needs b 
miſerable or happy without End 
Do any of theſe Goods extend to God 
Nothing but Chriſt extends to God, 
and eſtabliſhes a ſure Proſpect of E 


ternity. A 
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A Chriſtian who is ſenſible of the 
Riches of Chriſt ſubſiſts daily, and 
Fires daily, upon the Matter thereof. 
He feels it a Feaſt of fat things. He 
ants nothing elſe, not Meat, Drink, 
Kor Cloathing, having Chriſt he pol- 
ſes all things, becauſe the Apoſtle 
% God has with him freely given 
pe Believer all things, that is, all 
Sings which he can have Occaſion 
| Neceſſity of in Life, are bound up 
the Covenant in as ſafe a manner 
u that we did not want Faith!) as if 
ey were already in our Hands. A 
able Redeemer this, not in the 
ach of Words to deſcribe, or the 
er of Thought to comprehend 
12 


Lo, This is my beloved, and this is 
Friend O Daughters of Feruſa- 
; © lem. 
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lem. The Daughters of eruſal:y 
or Generality of Perſons poſſibly won 
der at this Rout made about Chriſt: 
They have no Notion of him in this 
kind. But a Believer knows it, hi 
affirms it, and a thouſand times more 
were it poſſible. 


Tur World objects what is thy /: 
loved thy Hope of Salvation 107 thi 
another s The Church too ſenſib 
of her Happineſs to be ſhaken from A 
ſays moreover, He is altogether lui 
the chiefeft among ft ten thouſand. 1 
is fairer than the Children of M: 
becauſe God hath anointed hin u 
the Oyl of Gladneſs above his falls 


Therefore every Soul which is right 
affected loves him truly. þ 
have we in Heaven but him? mil 
leſs is there any thing upon E 


to attract us equally, . 
ol 
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Loox we amongſt the Angels, the 
Beings of moſt excellent Glory above, 
Chriſt exceeds them all, the Angels 
re directed to worſhip this firſt begot- 
tn, when he cometh into the World. 
I Heaven and in Earth he hath he 
preeminence, and certainly merits 
with us, who have taſted his Riches, 
the Preeminence 1n all things. 


Hz is the great ordain'd way to e- 
ternal Happineſs, our future Sight 
and Enjoyment of him will be that 
Happineſs itſelf, 


SEEING theſe things are ſo, what 
bundant Cauſe have we, my Bre- 
ren, to rejoice in the Strength of 


5 Salvation, and to acknowledge it. 
qui 


lt becometh «well the juſt, and who 
* theſe but the juſtify'd zo be 7hank- 


ful, 


ſtop inconſiderately in the mid Wa) 
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ful. We owe ſo much to Chriſ. 
and the Goſpel. 


LzT thoſe who are not fo conver: 
ſant, and underſtanding in the G00 
pel, as they ought to be, be mad; 
ſenſible, that in Caſe they do ng 
acknowledge Chriſt fully, they ar 
ſhort of the truth, and Men who ar 


ſhort of the truth cannot be ſav'd by 
that truth. 


Search the Scriptures. They an 
the beſt Witneſs of Chriſt not the 
Words of any Man. Meditate ths 
Words of our Text what think yed 
Chriſt, what Light and Stability lu 
he brought to your Souls, with | 
riouſneſs; that no Artifice of Sts 
may e you fron the whole Trut! 
Too many, as the World is 19 


manag d, are beguil'd of Chriſt. The 


PERSON 
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PeRSO NS ſhou'd read the Scrip- 
| tures with their own Eyes. Eſpeci- 
ally the Writings of the Apoſtle 
Paul; which are given by Provi- 
| dence not for Miniſters only (for 
why ſo? or where is it once ſo ſaid p) 
and theſe oftimes no other than Mi- 
| niſters of Man's Preſumption, but 
bor all forts of Men 70 profit withall. 


| Now the Scripture is plain in e- 
very Point neceſſary to Salvation, to 
the loweſt Capacity, but that the 
World wants Faith to think ſo; in 
unneceſſary Points it is not plain even 
oö the learned. 


| IT appears one of the moſt need- 
d things in theſe times, that Chri- 
ans ſhou'd look into their Bibles. 

Tuls 
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Tuis Exerciſe wou'd caſt a pro. 
per Light upon their Belief. They 
wou'd not walk darkly and uncer- 
tainly, as do too many, but they 
wou'd be able every one 29 give a 


Reaſon of the Hope that 1s in thay, 


A Behever is always capable 6 
giving ſuch a Reaſon, or Argument, 
of his hope, which neither the [ul- 
tice of the moſt High, nor the picr-f 
cing malice of his Adverſary, nor 
even his own terrible Sins can once 
ſhake, or make void. Such is God: 
Chriſt, and his free Gift; ſuch, I ay, 
is God's Chriſt ſo glorious, ſo extetr 
five, ſo once and for ever effectui 
in what he has done! 


INDEED a Believer does go 
Works, and no Privilege excuſes I 


- 


trol 
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| ffom it, upon a foot of Gratitude, 
upon a foot of Thankfulneſs; {till he 
adds not the leaſt Grain to Chriſt's 
Work of Redemption. This always 
-emains, and is the Rock he ſtands 
| upon. And finally, every Believer 
s perſuaded with the Apoſtle that 
neither Life, nor Death, nor Angels 
ur Principalities nor Powers, nor 
| things preſent, 2 things to come, 
| nor Height, nor Depth, nor any o- 
| ther Creature ſhall be able to ſepa- 
rate us from the Love of God, this 
free, infallible, endleſs Love, which 
| is in Chrift Feſus our Lord. 


To God ende whoſe Wiſdom 
is only infinite, and Goodneſs 


due, all Dominion, and Glory, 
and Thankſgiving, for ever and 
ever, Amen. 


& TIN 1 5. 
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infinite, be render'd as is moſt 
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